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Chairwoman King, Vice Chair Kishman, Ranking Member Sims, and members of the House Local 

Government Committee, my name is Jeffrey J. Bronowski and I serve as the Deputy Public Service 

Director for the City of Akron. Thank you for the opportunity to submit opponent testimony 

regarding Akron’s serious concerns with House Bill 92 (HB 92).  Akron’s testimony focuses on 

three primary points: 

1. The substitute bill continues to provide massive preferential treatment to landlords. 

2. The substitute bill continues to require many unnecessary and burdensome steps for the 

utility, our tenants and our owner occupying residents. 

3. The substitute bill continues to encourage unaccountable out of state and foreign-owned 

private equity investors to convert owner occupied properties to rentals. 

 

Preferential Treatment of a Landlords: 

Within the City of Akron, there are nearly 80,000 customer accounts. Of those 80,000 accounts, 

half (40,000) are owner-occupied properties while the other half are the financial responsibility 

of a landlord.  The proposed legislation would radically shift and eliminate any financial 

responsibility of unpaid utility bills, water rates, sewer rates and sanitation from a for profit 

landlord onto the not-for-profit City and the not-for-profit homeowners of owner-occupied 

properties.  This will result in higher water rates, higher sewer rates and higher sanitation rates 

for the owner-occupied properties. 

 

Burdensome steps to the sole benefit of a Landlord: 

The draft legislation will demand a costly, rigorous and regimented process that currently does 

not exist. The new process will be very demanding on the City and tenants in order to establish 

services, including the creation of service contracts, costly utility bill deposits, sensitive 

information collection such as social security numbers and driver’s license numbers. In this 

legislation, after the fact, if a landlord shows a contract which states the tenant was responsible 

for the utilities, will result in the City needing to use vital resources to track down the tenant for 

unpaid amounts.   This will result in higher water rates, higher sewer rates and higher sanitation 

rates to the owner-occupied properties. 

 



 

 

 

HB 92 Incentivizes Unaccountable and Out-of-State Property Investment/Landlords: 

The City of Akron has a significant number of rental properties within our community.  Akron is 

concerned that HB 92 will result in the State of Ohio becoming an attractive state for 

unaccountable and out-of-state property investors.  Virtually eliminating any responsibilities of a 

landlord will lead to further promoting outside investment into rental properties, a practice 

already plaguing Ohio cities.  This will continue to change the dynamic of many neighborhoods, 

making it more difficult for first-time home buyers to compete for available properties. This 

legislation specifically gives less liability and less responsibility to landlords for basic city services 

compared to those owners in our community who occupy their homes.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony and I respectfully urge you to not pass HB 

92.  

 

Jeff Bronowski 

Deputy Service Director, City of Akron 
 

  


