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Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to present written testimony on behalf of Columbus Water & Power. My name is Kristen
Atha and | serve as the Director of Columbus Water & Power, newly renamed from the City of
Columbus, Department of Public Utilities. Columbus Water & Power opposes House Bill 92, which, if
enacted, would have a negative impact on our utility and its 1.4 million customers in Columbus and 26
surrounding communities. This testimony supplements our previously filed written testimony on the
prior versions of both House Bill 92 and Senate Bill 118.

Over the past year, Columbus Water & Power, along with other municipal water utilities,
through the industry associations, AODWA and AOMWA, have requested interested party meetings to
propose and discuss possible bill amendments. We are confident that there is a compromise solution
that addresses landlord concerns that will nhot result in an over-sized negative impact on municipal
utilities and their customers. This version of the bill is unworkable for utilities but there could be a
version that works for everyone.

There are many ways to address landlord concerns about being left with a high water bill from a
departing tenant. Many of the municipal utilities across the state, including Columbus Water & Power,
already have safeguards in place to protect property owners from unexpected, large bills. Ohio’s
municipal water utilities will propose a compromise that would apply some operational practices across
the board. Potentially, there could be language on pre-lien actions regarding notice to landlords and
property owners. Additionally, there could be a possible cap on the outstanding amount recoverable
through liens. This would solve the surprise high bill problem.

Property owner customers contract with the utility for it to provide a necessary service to its
business—and this version of House Bill 92 provides those customers with a free pass to walk away from
that bill. Additionally, renters are not typically responsible for plumbing and service line repairs. This
bill would create a situation where there is no incentive for landlords to address leaks.

Versions of this bill have been around for over a decade and they have never passed. Why?
Because it is a bad bill. It will increase utility bills for Ohioans. [t will subsidize for-profit business
owners by spreading their business costs across water utility customers. Some of these business owners
are out-of-state corporate landlords while municipal utilities operate not for profit to deliver an
essential, life-sustaining service. The inability of municipal utilities to recover unpaid water charges with
liens and the changes to their ability to contract with property owners will result in a decrease in
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recoverable charges and increase in operational expenses. Rates will increase across the board and
affect all customers—functionally serving as a tax. This concerns us as a municipal utility providing life-
giving essential services because families across Ohio are already experiencing issues with affordability.

Columbus Water & Power opposes House Bill 92 in its current form and respectfully asks that
this version of the legislation be withdrawn or set aside to allow for additional discussion on the impacts
of the bill and potential compromise amendments.

Sincerely,

Kristen Atha



