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Proponent Testimony House Bill 139

Chair King, Vice Chair Kishman, and Ranking Member Sims, and members of the House
Small Business Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present proponent testimony
on House Bill 139 on behalf of the members of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce. My name
is Tony Long, General Counsel and Director of Energy & Environmental Policy at the Ohio
Chamber.

The Ohio Chamber of Commerce applauds Representative Thomas Hall for bringing this
legislation forward. Until its introduction, there was a gap in the public water asset
management program listed in ORC 61. HB 139 fills that gap with a fire hydrant
maintenance plan.

This hydrant maintenance plan is crucial both at the insurance underwriting stage fora
business operating in Ohio and reassurance that the hydrants are in working order and
useful during a public emergency.

Other witnesses have provided testimony on the importance of operational hydrants for
insurance premium costs. Many medium and large sized businesses will utilize the Public
Protection Classification (PPC) system as a factor in locating their business. Superior
ranking or rating reduces insurance costs and help a business contain costs. For smaller
businesses, this new maintenance program will allow it to benefit from the PPC as well.
And all businesses and local governments benefit from a well maintained and operational
hydrant system in times of an emergency.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this proponent testimony for HB 139. The Ohio
Chamber looks forward to working with this committee and the Ohio House to move the
legislation forward. | will now attempt to answer any questions you may have for me.



