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Dear Chairwoman King & members of the Local Government Committee, 

 

On behalf of the Village of Castalia Ohio, I am writing this letter to express our support for 

House Bill 412 (HB 412), legislation that would allow a small village to utilize the county 

prosecutor for legal services.  

 

Everything is relevant in how efficiently we spend our tax dollars. HB 412 allowing small 

villages like Castalia to utilize the county prosecutor for legal services would provide more 

practical and prudent use of resident tax dollars which could equate to a potential for savings. 

Additionally, there are fewer lawyers available in our county and surrounding area practicing 

government law. Villages like Castalia fall into the same category of “municipal corporation” as 

nearby cities who are larger with industry and utilities to provide them financial opportunity to 

employ lawyers, administrators, engineers etc. We are a small, rural incorporated village with a 

population of 800-900 residents and an annual budget of approximately $350,000.  

 

The current village council has made a concerted effort to provide quality improvements for our 

residents while being financially conservative and fiscally responsible. HB 412 would help 

provide a small savings for our legal representation, adding those saved dollars to improvements 

in the village. We presently contract with a solicitor due to the village classification as previously 

mentioned. On occasion the solicitor needs to consult with the prosecutor for ordinance language 

to meet the requirements for the county sheriff to enforce our legislation. It seems redundant and 

it takes additional days or weeks for the lawyers to meet and/or confer which delays council from 

acting on the legislation. It also comes with an added charge to the village for the solicitor’s extra 

time. The few thousand dollars in savings may not mean a lot to some government entities. It 

means a whole lot for us small governments trying to maintain improvements with less. Castalia 

Village Council takes immense pride in being good stewards of our residents’ local tax dollars. 

 

In 2025 Erie County tasked a ‘Blue Ribbon Committee’ to study how our county could be more 

efficient with resident tax dollars. While attending and listening to the summation meeting a lot 

of conversation focused on the townships collaborating with each other to alleviate duplicating 

services and equipment. Our village residents pay tax dollars to the county just like township 

residents. Why shouldn’t their local government be able to utilize some of the same county 

services to help with cost savings? HB 412 could be a catalyst for allowing villages access to 

other areas of duplicated services. One such area is the county engineer. When applying for 

various state and OPWC grants the village pays thousands of dollars to retain a private 

engineering firm. Again, it could potentially provide a small savings if we could utilize our 

county engineer. It is our hope you will also consider other services in the future.  

 

HB 412 would mean additional savings. As Benjamin Franklin once said, “Watch the pennies 

and the dollars will take care of themselves.” Thank you, Representative Swearingen, for 

introducing this legislation and thank you committee members for your time and consideration. 

 

Barbara Weyer 

Village of Castalia Council 

Pres Pro Tem 


