Please accept this letter expressing support for the passage of HB412, which would allow
villages to contract for legal services with their county’s elected prosecuting attorney. Presently,
the villages may contract with outside counsel for legal representation, and HB412 would simply
allow the local prosecutor’s office to fill that need for legal counsel.

The county prosecutor’s office already represents most of the governmental entities in its
county, including the county commissioners, township trustees, and all county elected officials,
and so has significant experience in local government legal affairs. HB412 would allow the village
governments to benefit from this local experience and expertise in a highly efficient and cost-
effective manner. The passage of HB412 would certainly be beneficial for the villages and
prosecutor’s offices that would choose to team up under this new option.

Sincerely,

Kevin J. Baxter and Gerhard R. Gross

Erie County Prosecutor Chief Assistant Prosecutor, Civil Division
Erie County Prosecutor’s Office Erie County Prosecutor’s Office

247 Columbus Ave. Suite 319 247 Columbus Ave. Suite 319

Sandusky, Ohio 44870 Sandusky, Ohio 44870



