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Vice Chairman Barhorst and members of the Ohio Medicaid Committee, thank you
for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 508, legislation that
responsibly updates Ohio’s nursing practice laws to improve patient access, reduce
administrative costs, and maintain our high standards for quality and safety.

House Bill 508, known as the Better Access to Health Care Act, addresses an
outdated regulation in Ohio law called the Standard Care Arrangement (SCA). The SCA
requires Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs)—certified nurse practitioners,
clinical nurse specialists, and certified hurse midwives—to maintain a sighed contract with
a physician or podiatrist in order to practice. While the SCA may have been created years
ago with good intentions, today it functions as an outdated administrative formality. In
practice, it often amounts to a paid signature on a piece of paper—costing APRNs
hundreds to thousands of dollars each month while doing nothing to improve patient safety
or care quality. Many hospital systems have acknowledged this reality for years, treating the
SCA as a paperwork requirement rather than a clinical necessity. For small practices and
rural providers, however, itis a real and costly barrier to providing care. That means fewer
primary care options, longer wait times, and increased healthcare expenses for patients
and families.

House Bill 508 removes this outdated requirement, but it does so with safeguards
that ensure patient protection and professional accountability. Under the bill, APRNs must
complete 5,000 hours of post-licensure, post-certification practice under an SCA. This
transition period occurs after an APRN is already licensed, certified, and credentialed to
practice. The intent is to provide a defined timeframe for continued professional growth
and experience in patient care.

This legislation does not expand the scope of practice for APRNs. It does not
authorize them to perform any procedures, prescribe any medications, or take on any new
responsibilities beyond what they already do today. APRNs remain fully licensed and
regulated by the Ohio Board of Nursing, must maintain malpractice insurance, and
continue to adhere to all existing professional and ethical standards.

The experience of other states is instructive. Twenty-seven states and three U.S.
Territories across the country have already adopted legislation that removes SCAs for
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APRNSs. The outcomes have been overwhelmingly positive. In these states, access to care
has expanded significantly, particularly in underserved and rural areas. Patient satisfaction
and safety outcomes have remained high, and malpractice rates for APRNs have not
increased. These results demonstrate that removing the SCA is both safe and effective.

The financial impact of this reform also benefits patients and taxpayers. Studies
consistently show that APRN-led care delivers equal or better outcomes at lower cost. On
average, an APRN visit costs 20-25 percent less than a physician visit for the same
condition. Medicaid reimburses APRNs at about 85 percent of the physician rate, providing
savings to taxpayers while maintaining quality care. Removing the SCA also eliminates
unnecessary monthly fees that inflate the cost of doing business for small practices and
clinics.

This change also positions Ohio to take advantage of new federal opportunities. The
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) gives additional scoring weight and
reimbursement incentives under the Rural Health Transformation Program to states that
remove the Standard Care Requirement for APRNs. By passing HB 508, Ohio positions
itself to receive new federal funding streams aimed directly at expanding care in rural and
medically underserved regions.

As a nurse practitioner and as Chair of the Medicaid Committee, | believe patient
care should be guided by safety, evidence, and efficiency. APRNs are among the most
rigorously educated and regulated healthcare professionals in our state. They are trained to
diagnose, treat, and manage complex medical conditions, and they have been safely doing
so for decades in hospitals, clinics, and community health centers across Ohio.

House Bill 508 reflects a pragmatic, data-driven approach to healthcare reform. It
preserves all patient protections while empowering qualified professionals to practice
without unnecessary burden and cost. It ensures Ohio can retain and attract the
healthcare workforce it needs to meet growing demand. And most importantly, it puts the
focus back where it belongs—on patients, access, and outcomes.
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Thank you, Vice Chairman Barhorst and members of the Committee, for the
opportunity to present sponsor testimony on House Bill 508. Representative Baker and | are
proud to bring forward this commonsense legislation that willimprove access to care for
every Ohioan while maintaining the safety, integrity, and professionalism of our state’s
healthcare system. We are happy to answer any questions.



