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Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the
committee: Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill
508 — the Better Access to Healthcare Act.

My name is Dwayne Richardson, and | serve as Interim President of Trinity Health
System’s Ohio Market. Trinity Health System operates hospitals, outpatient centers, and
physician and advanced practice clinics serving communities across eastern and
southeastern Ohio. Hospitals across the state are facing a growing workforce crisis. The
demand for care continues to rise while the supply of qualified clinicians struggles to
keep pace. Recruiting and retaining talent — especially in rural and underserved
regions — has become one of the most significant challenges to maintaining access
and controlling costs.

House Bill 508 represents a practical solution. By retiring the outdated Standard Care
Arrangement contract after an APRN has completed 5,000 hours of clinical experience,
hospitals can deploy their workforce more efficiently and direct resources toward patient
care rather than administrative overhead. For health systems like Trinity, maintaining
these contracts requires ongoing legal review, physician sign-off, and administrative
tracking. Those steps translate into thousands of dollars per clinician each year and
delay onboarding of much-needed providers. Retiring this requirement after proven
experience simply removes red tape that adds cost without adding value.

This legislation does not alter how care teams function. Physicians, APRNs, nurses,
and other professionals will continue working collaboratively as they do today. What
changes is our efficiency — the ability to meet patient demand faster, reduce costs, and
strengthen access across the communities we serve. We know this approach works.
During the COVID-19 emergency, when the SCA requirement was temporarily lifted,
hospitals across Ohio maintained safe, effective care and improved access during an
unprecedented crisis. Other states that have adopted similar modernization measures
have seen the same results — improved workforce stability and timely patient access

without compromising safety or quality.
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In short, House Bill 508 helps hospitals operate smarter, faster, and more sustainably. It
reduces administrative waste, supports workforce retention, and ensures Ohioans
continue to receive high-quality care close to home. Thank you for your time and
consideration. On behalf of Trinity Health System and the communities we serve, |
respectfully urge your support for House Bill 508. I'm happy to answer any questions.

Respectfully submitted,

wayne Richardson, MSN, BSN, RN
Interim President, Trinity Health System — Ohio Market

_ 4000 Johnson Road | Steubenville, OH | P 740.264.8000



