Luke Rosiak, Investigative Reporter, The Daily Wire

Thank you Chair Gross, Ranking Member Baker, committee members. It's an honor to join you
to discuss The Daily Wire’s investigation into Medicaid home health in Ohio.

I've been a D.C.-based reporter investigating waste in the federal government for 20 years. How
did | wind up in Ohio? In February, the federal government released a database of Medicaid
spending. | queried the data to find anomalies, and the data from Columbus jumped off of the
screen.

| traveled here last month to see it in person, and | don’t know that I've ever seen a scandal so
blatant, with dollar amounts so large, as what | found just miles away from here.

This all began when states, including Ohio, asked the federal government for “waivers” allowing
them to expand Medicaid to cover “home health care.” The argument was, when people were so
old and sick that they would otherwise go to a nursing home, sending nurses to their house for a
few hours a week instead would save the government money.

Then a smaller number of states, again including Ohio, asked for permission to expand this to
what’s called “personal services,” where people without a medical license bill hourly for “chores”
like cooking and cleaning in private residences. In recent years, massive numbers of people in
certain communities have started claiming to be so sick that they need this.

Many of the aides are actually the family members of these people, and they can even bill for
tasks like “conversation & companionship.” So people are in some cases getting paid to hang
out with their own families, or for doing basic helpful things that they’d do anyway out of love.

The original justification — that this saved money compared to nursing homes — didn’t pan out
because it turns out that many more people will claim to be sick when it means they can get a
paycheck for their family member, without having to change anything else about their life.

Ohio is by far one of the highest users of “personal services” waivers. Most states either don’t
have a waiver or only use it a negligible amount. Ohio is in the company of states like New York
and Massachusetts. Medicaid is eating Ohio’s budget, and personal services is eating Ohio’s
Medicaid budget.

But actually, most of that spending is happening due to absurdly, preposterously high claims of
illness among certain population groups. It turned out the area the national database highlighted
to me as an extreme aberration was the area of Columbus that, like Minneapolis, houses one of
the largest Somali populations in the country.

One building on Busch Boulevard had 94 Medicaid companies that billed more than $66 million
over the last few years. One landlord owns seven other buildings along East Dublin Granville
Road that house 300 Medicaid companies billing more than a quarter billion dollars.


https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/section-1115-demo/demonstration-and-waiver-list/Waiver-Descript-Factsheet/OH#0198

This was so blatant that Auditor Keith Faber independently found the same thing, describing to
this committee how 15% of all of Ohio’s home health care spending goes to a four-square-mile
area. Somehow the Ohio Department of Medicaid didn’t seem to be able to figure this out, or
didn’t care. | tried to engage that department before this turned into a national scandal, but they
didn’t seem interested — they took nine days to reply with an email that simply passed the buck.

So | flew to Columbus and found that this wasn’t a secret at all; it was operating out in the open.
Drive down East Dublin Granville Road and you'll see billboards encouraging people to get paid
for what they’re already doing—living with an elderly relative. It seems like half the businesses on
some blocks have shut down and been replaced by “home health” firms. My investigative
partner, Parker Thayer of the Capital Research Center, remarked that if this many people really
needed care, Columbus must have the sickest population in the entire world.

Who'’s behind Medicaid businesses?

Those businesses are middlemen that have the NPl number necessary to bill Medicaid, then
pay the people who are at home with their families, while keeping a cut. Some, based out of tiny,
empty offices in run-down strip malls, bill the government as much as $1 million a month by
essentially farming the poor and elderly.

Almost all the offices were empty. They had signs saying employees had stepped out to lunch,
even though mail piling up showed they hadn’t been there in months. Because of the new HHS
dataset, the public could, for the first time, do basic research on who was billing all this money.
Apparently, we were the first to do so.

One, True Home Healthcare LLC, is owned by Alieu Conteh and his wife Mamusu Kanu. Conteh
is a career criminal with numerous convictions for fraud and child endangerment. Conteh told
me he was quote, “just too dumb to know what is law.” His wife was convicted of theft three
times in three years. After she was arrested for felony malicious wounding in Virginia and they
were unable to pay their rent, they moved to Ohio to get into the home health business.

Because of his criminal record, the Ohio nursing board had permanently banned the husband
from working as a nurse in people’s homes or managing money. But the Ohio Department of
Medicaid authorized him to start his own business doing exactly that. It's since billed Medicaid
up to $100,000 a month. When | asked Conteh some basic questions, he threatened my family.

A second company, Omega Healthcare Services, was incorporated by Esther Acheampong right
after she had a daycare shut down because it couldn’t produce attendance records. The home
health firm used the same address as her husband, a repeat felon who had been convicted of
defrauding the federal government by billing for nonexistent elder services.

Omega’s incorporation paperwork listed Esther’s name along with the name of a teenager who
lived hours away. The teenager was the son of a man who just got out of prison for money
laundering. Medicaid has paid this so-called home health company $6 million, with checks
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https://www.dailywire.com/news/he-was-convicted-for-defrauding-the-government-now-medicaid-pays-his-wife-millions

continuing to go out this month, even as the husband has told the court he’s too poor to pay
restitution for his prior theft from the government.

A third company was founded by Mohamed Jama while he was in college. He went on to work
full-time as an engineer, but when he was fired, he boasted that it was no hardship: On top of
raising nine kids and having a full-time job, he had a secret side hustle that was raking in
massive sums from the government. He ran for state Senate as the Democratic nominee. The
business has billed Medicaid $11 million, but it seemed to come so easily that it didn’t even get
a mention in his campaign biography. His campaign was funded largely by donations from other
people who owned Medicaid companies.

A fourth example is a janitor who changed the name of her janitorial LLC to “One Community
Mental Health,” then billed the government $100,000 in the first month. Its bills soon climbed to
$650,000 a month. Meanwhile she was busy starting a daycare and an addiction treatment
center. Then she left the country. The AG’s office was investigating her, but it was too slow to do
any good.

Throw a rock on East Dublin Granville Road and you'll find a story like this. | found these
examples, and many more, working as a two-person team. Hundreds of people have been paid
by the government for years to make sure this program isn’t being abused. This shows a
complete failure by every level of government.

Gov. DeWine’s failures

When The Daily Wire'’s stories began rolling out, Gov. DeWine’s administration said it didn’t see
any problem with what was depicted. After all, it's perfectly legal to bill the government for
providing conversation & companionship to your own family.

I guess they thought it was normal that a massive number of people from Bhutan, and only
Bhutan, started reporting back pain in the early 50s that supposedly gave them the body of a 95
year olds.

And they had protocols like Electronic Visit Verification, or EVV, so there couldn’t be any fraud!

That part was misleading. Congress mandated that states with personal services waivers begin
using EVV by 2020. EVV means an app that lets a caregiver check in when they arrive and
leave an appointment, with their location being recorded by the device. Ohio spent $146 million
implementing it, but the trick was that even if a company didn’t use it, nothing would happen-the
money would still be paid.

As recently as last year, half a decade after Congress required it, Ohio said it was only “phasing
in” making it mandatory. So a billion-dollar government program had to be dragged kicking and
screaming to using the sort of technology that DoorDash deploys for a sandwich. And just
before it did, the DeWine administration changed the rules to make it security theater instead of
something that might actually catch fraud.
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He made GPS optional, claiming the client might want “privacy.” This made no sense, because
the GPS coordinates would always be one location—the client’s house, where the government
already knew they lived. It's hard to imagine a reason the client would want to invoke privacy on
the aide’s behalf, unless they were in cahoots, billing the government for no-show work in
exchange for kickbacks.

Half of all clients turned off GPS.

After my stories continued to roll out and DeWine became the subject of national
embarrassment, he said that GPS would now be made mandatory. But that’s not nearly enough.
Even though the government spent $146 million acquiring the rights to EVV software from a
particular company, providers can still use their own apps instead. It is trivial for these other
apps to submit fake coordinates. On top of that, people are allowed to alter the records captured
by the software, and a huge portion do, according to Ohio’s own data.

Why northeast Columbus?

| asked one owner why people expected payment for taking care of their own aging parents,
when throughout all of history, people have done so out of basic human decency. The answer
was “well, if the government is going to pay you to do it...” So best case, we’re paying people
for things they’d be doing anyway.

When | knocked on the door of another home health company to get its thoughts on the
pressure increased usage was putting on Ohio’s solvency, the man didn’t seem to care about
anyone but himself. He said, quote, “bla bla bla. Journalists, who cares? Do you pay my bills?
I’'m just going to tell everyone you're racist.”

I was simply knocking on the doors of the largest Medicaid payees without regard to nationality.
But he said that because it is true that the connection to certain immigrant groups is
overwhelming. If you look at the official database of Medicaid home health care providers in
Columbus, you will find that the vast majority have names from Somalia, Bhutan, Ghana, or
Sierra Leone. This is significant for several reasons.

First, traditional vetting, monitoring, and enforcement systems fail on them. Their names are
very common, they often spell their own names inconsistently, they don’t have the same last
names as family members, and their birthdays are often unknown, appearing in government
records as January 1. They can hide money easier than native-born Americans, and even flee
the country if they need to.

Second, insular groups of various ethnicities have historically formed the perfect breeding
ground for widespread kickback schemes. Within the Somali and Bhutanese community, you
have the providers who knock on doors trying to find people to enroll. They tell them what doctor
to go to and what symptoms to claim. You have doctors in on it who will write notes for any
59-year old who asks. You have the family members who agree to split the proceeds with the



company in return for doing nothing other than living with a family member, who isn’t even really
sick. If they’re all part of one unassimilated community, it's less likely that anyone snitches. They
may not even need to tell them what lines to parrot: I've even heard of “translators” that tell
government officials what they need to hear, even if it's not what the people actually said.

| know this is a lot of information, and still just scratches the surface of what I've found in my
research, and in my lengthy and continuing Daily Wire series. Those are the facts. It will be up
to you what to do about it, though | do have some ideas, and I'd be happy to take your
questions about either.
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