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Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker and members of the Ohio House Medicaid
Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony. My name is Amanda Fontana, and [ am a
shared living provider. I provide around-the-clock, 24-hour care for my severely disabled and Deaf
daughter. Furthermore, I am the only provider certified in American Sign Language (ASL) within a 5-
county radius. I am submitting this testimony to voice my strong opposition to House Bill 795.

For families like mine, home and community-based services are our lifeline. We rely on Medicaid waivers
and dedicated care providers to ensure our loved ones can survive and thrive in their own communities.
HB 795 threatens to dismantle this fragile system by creating impossible standards for legitimate
providers.

A major issue with this legislation is the fundamental misunderstanding of shared living. Mandating a
strict clock-in/clock-out method and GPS tracking makes zero logical sense for a provider who lives in the
exact same home as the individual receiving care. My home is both my daughter's residence and my
workplace. Forcing a live-in parent or caregiver to constantly log in and out creates an unnecessary
administrative nightmare. It forces us to track arbitrary "shifts" when, in reality, our care is continuous,
fluid, and integrated into our daily home life.

Additionally, relying on GPS tracking inside a shared home introduces massive privacy concerns and
technical failures. Dead zones within a house or minor cellular glitches can flag a provider as being "away’
from the individual, triggering false fraud alerts. GPS tracking also fails to capture the true nature of
around-the-clock care. If I step outside to take out the trash, check the mail, or sit on the porch while my
daughter rests, a GPS geofence could incorrectly signal that I have abandoned my duties.

'

While these flawed systems will force many independent providers to leave the Medicaid workforce
entirely, as a mother, I do not have that choice. I cannot and will not leave my daughter without care.
Instead, if our payments are automatically withheld over minor check-in discrepancies or GPS glitches, it
would completely devastate our household financially. It would render us homeless. As the only ASL
certified provider in a 5-county radius, forcing my family into financial ruin over technical errors does not
protect the system, it destroys the only viable care structure my daughter has.

Expanding the definition of a "credible allegation of fraud"” to include these unavoidable travel tracking
patterns or minor clerical errors, and upgrading Medicaid fraud to felony offenses, threatens innocent,
hardworking families. Providers are already stressed to their breaking points without the constant threat
of felony charges and immediate financial destabilization hanging over them due to technical errors.

We need to support caregivers and those with disabilities, rather than implementing invasive and
punishing surveillance systems that disrupt essential care. We must ensure that our state policies do not
force families into dangerous and unstable situations. For these reasons, I urge the committee to vote NO
on House Bill 795.

Thank you for your time and consideration of my testimony.

Respectfully, e

Amanda Fontana, MSW
Shared Living Provider |/ Disability Advocate /| Mother
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