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May 31, 2026

Dear Chairwoman Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and Members of
the House Medicaid Committee

My name is Cherie R. Wright, and I rely on Ohio’s Home Care Waiver services in order
to safely remain in my home and community rather than being placed in an
institutional setting.

My services include support from both family caregivers and non-family caregivers who
work together to help meet my daily needs and allow me to remain safely integrated
within my community.

I understand the importance of preventing fraud within Medicaid programs. However, I
am deeply concerned that the current direction of House Bill 795 and related policy
discussions are expanding surveillance and fraud-enforcement systems into ordinary
family caregiving environments without evidence that families like mine are
responsible for the organized fraud patterns repeatedly discussed during these
hearings.

Throughout these hearings, lawmakers and state officials have repeatedly referenced:
«shell companies;

transportation fraud;

eprovider networks;

-organized business operations;
«and large-scale billing schemes.

But no evidence has been presented showing that ordinary families receiving HCBS
services within their homes are responsible for those activities.

That distinction matters deeply to people like me.
Because my home is not a commercial business operation.
It is my home.

The people caring for me are not strangers cycling through shifts in an institutional
environment. They are people who are part of my daily life, my safety, my consistency,
and my ability to remain connected to my community and family.

I am especially concerned about expanding GPS tracking, breadcrumb location
monitoring, and increasingly punitive fraud frameworks into family caregiving
arrangements where services naturally overlap with ordinary family life.

Minor children live in many of these homes.
Families move throughout their communities together.

Caregiving does not stop simply because someone clocks out electronically.



Yet despite these realities, the policy direction now being discussed increasingly treats
family caregiving environments as administratively suspicious.

That is frightening for individuals like me who depend on stable family-based support
systems to avoid institutionalization.

Federal disability policy and the Supreme Court’s decision in Olmstead v. L.C.
recognize the importance of allowing disabled individuals to remain integrated within
their homes and communities whenever possible.

But policies that place growing surveillance burdens, compliance pressures, and fraud
presumptions onto family caregivers risk destabilizing the very support systems that
make community living possible.

I respectfully ask this Committee to slow this process down and fully consider the long-
term impact these policies may have on disabled Ohioans who depend on family-based
caregiving supports to remain safely within their homes and communities.

Thank you for your @e and consideration.
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