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May 31, 2026

Dear Chairwoman Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and Members of
the House Medicaid Committee:

My name is Cara Hughes, and I am the sister of an individual who relies on Ohio’s
Home Care Waiver services in order to safely remain within our home and community
rather than in an institutional setting.

Although I am not the paid caregiver, I live within the home and am part of the daily
support system that helps make community living possible for my sibling.

That is why I am deeply concerned about the direction of House Bill 795 and the
expansion of GPS surveillance, breadcrumb tracking, and increasingly aggressive fraud-
enforcement systems into ordinary family caregiving environments.

Throughout these hearings, lawmakers and state officials repeatedly discussed:

« shell companies;

« organized provider networks;

« transportation fraud;

- treatment-facility billing schemes;

«» and coordinated business operations.

Yet no evidence has been presented demonstrating that ordinary Ohio families living
with and caring for disabled loved ones are responsible for the organized fraud patterns
repeatedly cited throughout these hearings.

That distinction matters.

Because our home is not a commercial business operation.

It is our family home.

Children live here.

Family life happens here.

Medical needs happen here.

Caregiving happens naturally throughout daily life here.

The disabled individual in our family depends on consistency, familiarity, emotional
stability, and the support of people who know and care about them personally.

What concerns me most is that policies originally being discussed in response to
organized provider-network fraud are now expanding into private family homes where



innocent family members — including minor children — may become swept into
increasingly invasive surveillance systems despite no evidence they have done anything
wrong.

Even though I am not the paid caregiver, these policies still affect me.
They affect the privacy of our home.

They affect the environment our children grow up in.

They affect the daily lives of everyone residing within the household.

The idea that government-linked GPS and breadcrumb tracking systems may
increasingly monitor caregiving activities occurring within ordinary family
environments is deeply troubling.

And I do not believe Ohio families have been given a fair opportunity to fully
understand or respond to the long-term consequences these policies may create.

Public records now show that waiver modernization discussions, interRAIL
implementation planning, EVV stakeholder meetings, reimbursement redesign efforts,
and GPS expansion discussions have been underway for years.

Yet many of the families most directly affected by these proposals only recently became
aware of how dramatically these systems may impact ordinary family caregiving
environments.

That does not feel like meaningful public participation.

It feels like families are being asked to absorb the consequences of systems and policies
that were shaped long before many of us even knew they existed.

I also worry deeply about the long-term impact these policies may have on family
caregiving itself.

Family caregivers already carry enormous responsibilities — emotionally, physically,
financially, and mentally.

If Ohio continues expanding surveillance systems, compliance pressures, and fraud-
focused narratives into ordinary family homes without evidence that families are
driving the fraud being discussed, many families may simply become unable or
unwilling to continue participating in HCBS caregiving arrangements.

And when family caregiving systems collapse, institutionalization increases.

That outcome would directly contradict the principles of community integration
recognized under federal disability law and the Supreme Court’s decision in Olmstead
v. L.C..

I respectfully ask this Committee to slow this process down and fully consider:
- the constitutional privacy concerns;

« the impact on innocent family members residing within these homes;

- the rights of disabled Ohioans to remain integrated within their communities;



- and the long-term consequences these policies may have on family-based caregiving
systems throughout Ohio.

The families living alongside disabled Ohioans are not the enemy.

For many individuals receiving HCBS services, family support systems are the very
reason they are able to remain safely within their homes and communities today.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Cara M Hughes



