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May 31, 2026

Dear Chairwoman Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and Members of
the House Medicaid Committee:

My name is James Hughes, and I am a family caregiver providing care through Ohio’s
Home Care Waiver system to a disabled family member within our home and
community.

Like many family caregivers across Ohio, my caregiving responsibilities do not exist
separately from ordinary family life. The care I provide occurs within a real family
home where children live, families function, emergencies happen unexpectedly, and
caregiving responsibilities naturally overlap with daily life.

I understand and support the importance of preventing Medicaid fraud.

However, I am deeply concerned that the direction of House Bill 795 and related policy
discussions are increasingly treating ordinary family caregiving environments as though
they are inherently suspicious commercial operations rather than homes where
disabled individuals are receiving care from people who know and love them.

Throu_g?]%tﬂltégﬁqsgalﬁgfggings, state officials repeatedly discussed:

«Organized provider networks;
«Transportation fraud;
«Treatment-facility billing schemes;
«And coordinated business operations.

But no evidence has been presented demonstrating that family caregivers like me are
responsible for the organized fraud patterns repeatedly cited before this Committee.

Not one.

No statewide data.

No documented fraud trend involving family caregivers.
No statistical analysis.

No evidentiary record justifying the expansion of increasingly invasive surveillance
systems into private family homes.



Yet despite that absence of evidence, Ohio is now considering policies involving:
«Expanded GPS surveillance;
«Breadcrumb location tracking;
*Heightened fraud presumptions;
«Intensified compliance systems;
«And broader oversight structures directly affecting ordinary families caring for

disabled loved ones within their homes.

That should concern every member of this Committee.

Because my home is not a commercial facility.

It is my family’s home.

Children live there.

Families move throughout the community together.

Caregiving responsibilities continue far beyond any electronic “clock in” or “clock out.”

The disabled individual I care for depends on continuity, familiarity, trust, and stability
— not institutional-style monitoring systems that increasingly blur the line between
legitimate program oversight and surveillance of ordinary family life.

I am especially concerned about the broader direction these policies are moving.

Ohio’s own testimony before this Committee acknowledged that Home and
Community-Based Services exist specifically to help disabled individuals remain within
their homes and communities rather than entering institutional settings.

Yet the cumulative effect of these expanding surveillance systems, compliance burdens,
and fraud-focused narratives risks driving family caregivers out of the HCBS system
entirely.

And when family caregivers leave, institutionalization increases.
That is not political rhetoric.
That is reality.

Family caregivers already provide enormous amounts of unpaid labor, continuity of
care, transportation, supervision, emotional support, and crisis management that the
State could never realistically replace at institutional scale.

Yet instead of being treated as essential partners in maintaining community integration,
many families now feel they are increasingly being viewed through the lens of suspicion
despite no evidence connecting ordinary family caregivers to the fraud patterns
repeatedly described throughout these hearings.



Even Ohio Medicaid Director Scott Partika acknowledged before this Committee:
“A lot of the times, though, it's just not there. And you can't make the fraudulent case.”
That statement matters.

Because before Ohio expands surveillance systems deeper into private family homes,
lawmakers should first be able to demonstrate that the families being affected are
actually responsible for the misconduct being discussed.

So far, that evidence has not been presented.

I respectfully ask this Committee to slow this process down and fully consider:
- the constitutional privacy concerns;
« the impact on families with minor children;
- the disability-rights implications;
« the risk of destabilizing family caregiving arrangements;
- and the long-term consequences these policies may have on Ohioans who rely
on family-based HCBS supports to avoid institutionalization.

Family caregivers are not the enemy.

For many disabled Ohioans, we are the reason they are still able to remain safely within
their homes, families, and communities today.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

James Hughes



