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June 3rd, 2026 

 

Thank you Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House 
Medicaid committee for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 795. My name is Dr. Jules 
Patalita and I am a Disability Rights Advocate for The Ability Center in Greater Toledo. We are a 
Center for Independent Living that has worked for the last century towards our mission, to 
make our community the most disability friendly in the nation by increasing independence for 
people with disabilities, discovering true passions, and changing the community’s perception of 
disability. In fulfillment of that mission, to increase the independence of those with disabilities 
by improving our Medicaid system, I write today to oppose HB 795. While fraud and abuse are 
issues that cause concern, HB 795 attempts to make several changes to a complex system 
without enough time for input from those with disabilities who will be most impacted. Many of 
the proposed changes, rather than limit fraud, will limit services to those who need them to live 
in the community. 

Medicaid Home and Community Based Waiver Services are the backbone of support for 
those with disabilities in our communities. HCBS Waivers are the core program that 
allows Ohioans with disabilities to live independently in their own homes. Without a strong 
Medicaid HCBS Waiver program, many people with disabilities in our state would be forced into 
institutional settings like nursing homes, and many family caregivers would be forced to choose 
between placing their loved one in an institution or living in poverty. I have many colleagues 
who have stated publicly that they would rather die in their homes than be forced to return to 
living in nursing homes and other institutions.  

Again, combatting fraud and abuse of the Medicaid system is important, but it is the growing 
problem for Ohio that some political commenters frame it to be. While every public program 
has some fraud that must be routed out, the Ohio Attorney General’s Office has a team of 
attorneys that already investigates and prosecutes medical providers accused of fraud in our 
state. Ohio’s Medicaid Fraud Unit consistently ranks in the top five in the country in terms of 
prosecuting fraud. We know that our current system is working, as intended, for finding the low 
number of bad actors abusing the system; the majority of caregivers, including family 
caregivers, are delivering life-changing care as it was intended. 



   
 

   
 

  

Instead of preventing fraud, unnecessary regulatory barriers for new HCBS Waiver Providers or 
for providing services will simply undercut a system that many people with disabilities, family 
members, and legitimate providers already struggle to navigate. We have already heard, in the 
short time that a moratorium on hirings started in the last few weeks, that agencies are 
struggling to replace staff turnover and waiver users are unable to find staff to deliver care. 
Ohio has had a shortage of HCBS caregivers for more than a decade, and HB 795 will worsen 
this issue.  

Because of this, I ask that the Medicaid committee recognizes that changes to the Medicaid 
system need to be taken slowly, and with input from our disability community who rely on 
HCBS to live independently. HB 795 attempts to take too many strong actions too quickly, and 
threatens to upend Ohio’s healthcare system and leave citizens without the care they need.  

  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this issue.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jules Patalita, PhD 

The Ability Center of Greater Toledo, Disability Rights Advocate 


