June 1, 2026

To Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and Members of the Ohio
House Medicaid Committee:

My name is Susan Koller, I live in Cincinnati, and have cerebral palsy. Thank you for
enabling me to submit written testimony in opposition to House Bill 795. Saying that |
could not survive without Medicaid would not be an exaggeration in my case. Navigating
the world of Medicaid — especially finding providers who take Medicaid — is extremely
hard, and | fear that the changes proposed in this bill would make the process
unnecessarily harder. Below | have laid out the services Medicaid provides for me. | am
very afraid that these services may change, be harder to obtain, or be taken away
completely if this bill passes.

| need help with all my activities of daily living. This includes everything from getting a
drink of water to being showered and put to bed. To get help with these activities, | rely
on direct care workers to provide me with 21 hours a day of personal care services. |
can only get these services through a Medicaid waiver because no other health
insurance company covers them. Without these services | literally could not get out of
bed, let alone lead any kind of life.

Before living independently, | briefly lived in a nursing home. My family and | were able
to afford the nursing home because it was paid for by Medicaid. if there was no
Medicaid coverage for me, my aging mother would not have a life either because she
would have to take care of me 24 hours a day. Finally, the time is fast approaching when
my mother will not be able to take care of me at all.

Along with paying for my personal care needs to be met, Medicaid also covers the
medical equipment | need. This equipment includes an electric wheelchair, a shower
chair, an overhead lift, and a manual Hoyer lift. Lastly, Medicaid is my only health
insurance option. Medicaid covers all my healthcare visits and medications.

Thank you again for letting me share my views with you about this bill. Navigating the

world with a disability, especially navigating Medicaid, is already way too hard. Please
do not make the world harder for vulnerable Ohioans like me who depend on Medicaid
for everything by passing this bill. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Susan Koller






