Chairwoman Gross and members of the committee,

I'm here today for a friend. He's the sort of person who dedicates his whole being to making the
world a better and more interesting place. An educator and an incredible writer with a
razor-sharp wit and something insightful to say about basically any topic. | don't know if you've
ever had a friend you hope will become famous because you just know the world needs to hear
their voice, but for me, he is that friend.

| know you know where this is going, but for a second, please just pretend you don't. Take the
first image of that person that comes to your mind, and imagine you had a friend like that. Think
about the life you'd want for them.

I'll tell you about the life | want for my friend. | want him to be able to go out for coffee. Goto a
friend's birthday party. Take a shower. | want him to be able to do literally anything other than lay
in bed alone, covered in sores and surrounded by filth.

I'm here today because my friend Justin has cerebral palsy, and these are the stakes for him.
Over the past year, I've watched him try to put a care team together. He's explored every agency,
plastered the city in flyers, and cold-called hundreds of individual providers. This has basically
turned into a second job for him, and all he has to show for it is one new part-time provider.

There's a dire shortage of providers. The only fix is getting new people into the field. And now,
our government has frozen that lifeline for the next six months while they figure out how to save
money on it.

Without home health providers, Justin can't get out of bed or get clean, much less eat a
home-cooked meal, leave the house, or live a fulfilling life. So | have to ask: do you think that's
negotiable? That you can just say, “Sorry, we'll try to fix it soon,” and wash your hands of it? That
the right to the pursuit of happiness doesn't apply if you're disabled?

I wish | could pretend this was all a surprise to you. But | know Justin has been in exactly this
spot outlining exactly these issues, and yet we're here doing it again. | can't wrap my head
around how you could be hearing the same things I've heard and still think that this is somehow
acceptable or necessary. So as you listen to the many testimonies from disabled people today,
I'm asking you to try to imagine that they're not a “constituent,” and that you're not at the
statehouse. Imagine you're at coffee with your best friend, and he's telling you why he won't be
able to leave the house anymore. Imagine you're visiting your sister, and she's explaining why
she has to give up her home and move into a facility somewhere far away.

I'm not an expert in Medicaid, or Medicaid fraud, or any of the legal technicalities related to it.
But | don't need a PhD to know this: if some YouTuber says there's embezzlement at the power
company, you don't shut off the grid for six months, and you don't make people live in the dark
until you fix it. If you really listen to the disabled people speaking here today, you'll see that this
is just as important.



