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Dear Rep. Michael Dovilla:

| am the Executive Director of a nonprofit organization, a best-selling author, and a former Fortune 250 Vice President. | am
also a person living with quadriplegia as the result of a diving accident that left me paralyzed from the neck down.

Because of Ohio’s Medicaid waiver services, | was able to transition out of a nursing home after more than a year and return
to living independently in the community. Those services are not a luxury — they are the reason | am able to survive safely in
my home and continue contributing to society.

| rely on 24/7 care for my health, safety, and basic daily needs. The waiver services | receive allow me to continue working,
paying taxes, serving my community, and maintaining a meaningful quality of life that would otherwise be impossible.

The recent proposals and discussions surrounding drastic Medicaid changes are deeply alarming and potentially devastating
for people like me. These decisions are being discussed and implemented without meaningful input from the individuals
whose lives depend on these services every single day.

| rely heavily on independent Medicaid providers for my in-home care. The current workforce crisis in direct care is already
severe, and the moratorium on provider approvals has made it even harder to secure reliable nursing and caregiving support.
Policies that further reduce access to care do not simply create inconvenience — they place vulnerable individuals at risk of
institutionalization, medical decline, and loss of independence. This certainly feels like a violation of our human dignity.

| fully support efforts to eliminate fraud and abuse within the system. Accountability matters. However, broad, sweeping
policy changes that fail to account for the realities faced by law-abiding individuals with disabilities end up punishing the very
people Medicaid was designed to protect.

For many of us, these services are not optional. They are life-sustaining.

| respectfully urge you to carefully consider the human impact of these decisions and actively seek input from individuals with
disabilities, caregivers, and families before implementing changes that could permanently alter and endanger our lives.

People with disabilities deserve dignity, stability, and a voice in policies that directly affect our ability to live safely and
independently within our communities.

Respectfully,
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