
Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Emily Yerick. I am
a 41 year old mother of two severely autistic children, one of whom also
had severe intractable epilepsy. I am strongly opposed to HB 795 and
the devastating changes it makes to Ohio Medicaid.

Last February I got my dream job as a contractor budget analyst at NASA
Glenn research center, the trajectory of this job could've taken, would
have meant peace and comfort for my family financially for the first time
ever. In May my son suffered a 90 minute seizure, heart failure, kidney
failure and lived on a ventilator. I didn't qualify for FMLA yet and even if I
had 60% of my pay would not have been enough. Nobody wants to give
up their career to be a caregiver. I dreamed of being a working mom, a
job that gave me an identity and a mom that gave my heart a purpose.
There is no respite available from HPC providers in my area, becoming
my son's caregiver was the only way to support him and my family.

I ask you to consider my testimony and stop this shameful bill from
passing out of committee. Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.

Emily Yerick
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