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My name is Will Gallup. | was born with cerebral palsy and other developmental disabilities.

When | was young, my mom worried about what my future would look like. At the same time,
she was determined to do everything she could to help me live as typical and independent life
is possible. One important step she took was putting me on the Medicaid waiting list when |
was a child. That decision has made a major difference in my life.

Because of Medicaid, | am able to receive the home healthcare and support | need to live
independently. These services help me live the kind of life that all people deserve to live. With
reliable high-quality care caregivers, | am able to work, go out into the community, participate
in recreational activities, spend time with friends, and meet new people.

| am better off because of Medicaid. So are many other Ohioans with disabilities.

However, | am extremely concerned that the protections and programs that help people like me
are at risk. But | am worried that the issue of fraud is being used in a way that could put
necessary care at risk for me, my friends, and many others who rely on those services.

Fraud should be addressed, but it should be addressed carefully and responsibly. It should not
be done in a way that harms people with disabilities who depend on Medicaid to live safely,
independently, and with dignity.

| am also concerned that people with disabilities are often not at the decision-making table
when policies that directly affect our lives are being discussed. Too often, decisions are made
about us without meaningful input for those of us who rely on those services every day. People
with disabilities, family, caregivers, and direct support professional professionals bring valuable
experience and perspectives that should be included whatever changes to Medicaid or
disability services are being considered.

| also believe Ohio should continue focusing on strengthening Home and Community- Based-
Services rather than moving backward toward institutional models of care. People with
disabilities deserve the opportunity to live, work, build relationships, and participate in their
communities just like everyone else. Home and Community-Based-Services make that
possible for me and thousands of other Ohioans.

Investing in community-based-services is not only the right thing to do, it reflects decades of
progress toward ensuring people with disabilities can live with dignity, independence, and
choice. The goal should be improving and expanding those services so more people can thrive
in their homes and communities. Not creating barriers that make community living more
difficult.

| know there are many families across Ohio who are worried about their children’s futures, just
as my mom was when she learned about my diagnosis. Families need to know that their loved
ones will have access to the care and support they need not just today, but in the future.



| respectfully urge you to take my testimony seriously and consider the impact your decisions
we have. What we do today will shape tomorrow. This is a moment when we decide what kind
of future Ohio will offer people with disabilities.

Years from now, | hope we can tell future Ohioans and future families that their loved ones are
receiving the care they need because people spoke out and made a difference. We must
protect this care, not only for those of us who needed it today, but also for those who have not
yet been welcomed into the world.

Thank you for listening
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