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The Ohio Olmsted Task Force
Opponent Testimony on Sub. H.B. 795
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Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Brewer, and members of the House
Medicaid Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on Sub.
H.B. 795.

My name is Jennifer Kucera, and | am the chair of the Ohio Olmstead Task Force. OOTF was
formed in 2002 and supports the Supreme Court decision that held unnecessary
institutionalization is discrimination against people with disabilities. OOTF is a statewide
grassroots coalition of Ohioans with disabilities of all ages, family members, advocates
and organizations advocating for the right to live, work and participate in their
communities. Many of our members rely on Home and Community Based Services (HCBS)
waivers for life- sustaining support.

| am here today to oppose Sub. H.B. 795 because it is a direct assault on the dignity, health,
and freedom of people with disabilities who rely on Home and Community-Based Services
(HCBS).

| think that all of us can agree that fraud, waste and abuse should be gotten rid of but not at
the expense of Ohio’s most vulnerable citizens. This Medicaid reform bill is moving way too
fast and is not allowing for the voices of those that use the system. All of the voices that
have spoken for the last so many weeks are voices from outside of our state from people
that have seemingly never taken care of a loved one. The voices have expanded to now
include several Ohioans but none of which are those that designed the system or utilize the
system. If we are to reform Medicaid, it should be done slowly, with purpose, and with a
deep understanding of how the system actually works. So first and foremost disability
advocates call for the stopping of this reform process until all voices can be brought to
the table.

Ohio already is in crisis mode with a shortage of direct care providers with many people
going with reduced care or no care. This legislation will literally break the system and force
many providers to go out of business and family members, due to new restrictions, will be
unable to pick up the slack as they’ve done in the past, like during Covid.

Within HB795 there are several areas that will cause these devastating consequences
for people with disabilities. They are as follows:



1. Draconian Electronic Surveillance

e The bill mandates GPS-based tracking and electronic verification for every
home care visit, requiring providers to clock in and out with location data and
even submit "breadcrumb" tracking throughout the visit. This tracking
mechanism will keep people with disabilities secluded in their own homes to
receive these life- sustaining services.

e High-risk providers will be forced to use invasive biometric verification like
fingerprints or facial recognition, treating caregivers like criminals and
creating constant fear of technical errors leading to loss of payment and
ultimately force these caregivers to leave the field.

2. Punitive Payment Suspensions and Terminations

e Medicaid payments can be suspended or terminated for minor technical
discrepancies, missing data, or "unresolved discrepancies” even if care was
provided. Caregivers will be left unpaid for services rendered without a
proper investigation into why the data is missing or incorrect. Under the
current system, the reporting techniques often fail, not as a direct result of
the caregiver, but as system failure to record the data properly.

e Providers who are flagged face immediate loss of income, with no
meaningful appeal, putting small agencies out of business.

3. No Real Protections for Recipients

e« While the bill claims to prevent fraud, it does nothing to ensure that people
with disabilities will continue to receive the care they need if their provideris
suspended or terminated.

e« There are no guarantees of continuity of care, no emergency backup plans,
and no safeguards to prevent abrupt loss of services.

The consequences of these changes are not hypothetical; they are deadly serious. As
people with disabilities lose access to care providers through home and community-
based services, we will have no choice but to turn to hospitals or be forced into
institutions. This is not just a possibility—it is a fact. The ramifications of these changes
to electronics surveillance, looking at providers under a microscope and imposing jail time
penalties will effect people with disabilities in numerous ways, such as:

Loss of Independence: We will be stripped of our right to leave our own homes, and travel
into the community to go to work, visit family, go shopping, go to church and other
community activities due to being tracked in order to receive life sustaining services.

Increased Hospitalizations and Institutionalization: Without consistent and reliable
daily support, people with complex medical needs will end up in emergency rooms and



hospitals, where we will continue to decline and most likely die. Many of us will be forced
into nursing homes, losing our freedom, privacy, and quality of life, resulting in death.

Family Devastation: In our current system of compensating family caregivers, as they
provide nursing home level of care services such as bathing, feeding and other activities of
daily living, family members can stay at home and provide this necessary care to their loved
ones in the best ways possible.

Under this new system, families who provide care will be overwhelmed by new
requirements, causing families to choose between taking care of their loved ones or
placing them in institutions in order to go to work to support their families.

This bill is a direct attack on the most vulnerable Ohioans. It will not just hurt people with
disabilities, it will destroy lives, families, and communities. We demand that lawmakers
reject this dangerous legislation and stand up for the rights, dignity, and independence of
people with disabilities.

As mentioned earlier, we also ask legislators to slow down this process of Medicaid reform
and include people who receive services in the decision-making process to create a
system that will still eliminate fraud, waste and abuse but will not harm Ohio’s most
vulnerable citizens.

Ohio must not return to the dark days of forced institutionalization. Our lives are not
expendable. Our homes are not negotiable. Our freedom is not for sale.

“I’d rather die in my own bed than ever to return to a nursing home again,” said Jennifer
Kucera, a disability rights advocate and MyCare Ohio recipient.

Thank you for the time today to present testimony on HB 795.
Sincerely,

Jennifer Kucera

Chair, Ohio Olmstead Task Force
Jenniferkuceral134@gmail.com

440-990-5355



