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Chairwoman Gross, Vice Chairman Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the 
House Medicaid Committee: thank you for the opportunity to provide opposing testimony today 
regarding House Bill 795.  

My name is Melissa Day. I am a disabled Ohioan with a spinal cord injury of more than 30 years.  
I rely on Ohio’s Medicaid home- and community-based waiver services for assistance with 
activities of daily living. I receive both skilled nursing and aid services so I can live 
independently in my own home, work full time as an advocate for Ohio’s Client Assistance 
Program, pay taxes, remain active in my community and avoid institutionalization, 

Prior to joining the Ohio Client Assistance Program in 2013, I graduated from Ohio State 
University with a bachelor’s degree in political science in 2003, and that same year I traveled the 
state of Ohio spreading disability awareness as Ms. Wheelchair America Ohio and worked with 
former state Senator and Congressman Steve Stivers and other advocates to help implement 
Ohio’s Medicaid Buy In for Workers with Disability program. In 2009, I obtained my law degree 
from Capital University Law School, so I strongly support stopping fraud. 

Fraud hurts everyone: taxpayers, honest providers, caregivers, and people with disabilities who 
depend on these services to survive. But the HB 795, and much of the rhetoric surrounding it, 
risk causing significant harm to thousands of disabled Ohioans who legitimately rely on 
Medicaid waiver services to survive and remain integrated in their communities. 

Ohio should not respond to fraud by treating every disabled person like a suspect.  

My caregivers and I have used Electronic Visit Verification since it was implemented in 2018. 
We already clock in and clock out. We already verify services. The problem is not that disabled 
people refuse oversight. The problem is that the state must use smart oversight that targets actual 
fraud without invading the privacy and freedom of law-abiding Ohioans.  

Representative Williams’ and Mr. Rosiak’s testimony repeatedly described Medicaid recipients, 
caregivers, and providers using language suggesting widespread criminality, “scammers,” 
“fraudsters,” and “Medicaid millionaires,” while tying those allegations to immigrant 
communities in 2 Columbus zip codes. 

As a disabled Ohioan who uses personal care services every day, I need this committee to 
understand what these proposals would mean in real life. 

Home- and community-based waivers were created so disabled individuals could live integrated 
lives in the community instead of being forced into nursing facilities and institutions. 

HB 795 risks reversing decades of disability rights progress. 

For decades, disability advocates fought to move people with disabilities out of institutions and 
into their communities. Congress passed the Americans with Disabilities Act because people 
with disabilities were too often segregated, isolated, and denied equal opportunities. The United 
States Supreme Court affirmed in Olmstead v. L.C. that unnecessary institutionalization is 
discrimination. 



HB 795 moves Ohio in the wrong direction. 

For individuals like me, caregivers are not convenient. They are the reasons we can: get out of 
bed, bathe, dress, prepare meals, travel to work, attend medical appointments, and participate in 
society. 

Without HCBS services, many of us would lose our homes, our jobs, and our independence. 
 
I am especially concerned about the impact this bill would have on Ohioans participating in the 
Medicaid Buy-In for Workers with Disabilities program, known as MBIWD. 
 
MBIWD has allowed thousands of disabled Ohioans to work while maintaining the Medicaid 
services that make employment physically possible. 
 
Before programs like MBIWD existed, disabled people were often trapped in poverty because 
earning income meant losing Medicaid eligibility and essential care services. 
 
MBIWD changed that. 
 
It allowed disabled Ohioans to: become taxpayers, purchase homes, pursue careers, contribute to 
local economies, and remain active members of their communities.  

 
By imposing expansive GPS tracking, location monitoring, and additional barriers on home and 
community-based services, this bill creates conditions that make it harder for people with 
disabilities to live, work, worship, volunteer, travel, and participate in community life. 
 
I am not a suspect. I am not a criminal. I am a taxpayer, homeowner, employee, advocate, and 
Ohio citizen. 
 
Yet HB 795 would subject individuals like me to a level of government surveillance that most 
nondisabled Ohioans would never tolerate. 
 
When my caregiver assists me at work, church, a legislative hearing, a grocery store, a medical 
appointment, or a community event, the state would effectively create a record of my movements 
and activities simply because I require assistance due to my disability. 
 
No other group of law-abiding citizens is expected to surrender this level of personal privacy as a 
condition of participating in society. 
 
Disability should never become the justification for government tracking. 
 
The message sent by HB 795 is deeply troubling: that disabled Ohioans must prove their 
innocence before they can receive the supports necessary to live independently. 
 
That principle is fundamentally inconsistent with the values of the ADA, independent living, 
self-determination, and equal opportunity. 



I am equally concerned that the substitute bill will worsen Ohio's existing direct-care workforce 
crisis. Every additional barrier imposed on caregivers, independent providers, and home care 
agencies reduces the availability of services for individuals who depend on them to survive. 
 
The result will not be greater independence. The result will be more unmet needs, more caregiver 
shortages, more hospitalizations, and more unnecessary institutionalization. 
 
That outcome would represent a profound failure of public policy and a direct threat to the civil 
rights gains people with disabilities have fought to achieve for generations. 
 
Fraud prevention and civil rights are not mutually exclusive. Ohio can improve case management 
oversight, strengthen audits, increase ownership transparency, enhance interagency coordination, 
and aggressively prosecute proven fraud without subjecting disabled citizens to blanket 
surveillance or policies that undermine community integration. 
 
I respectfully urge this committee to reject Substitute House Bill 795. 
 
Ohio should target fraud, not freedom. 
 
Ohio should investigate bad actors, not burden law-abiding people with disabilities. 
 
Ohio should strengthen oversight without weakening the civil rights protections that allow 
disabled Ohioans to live, work, and thrive in the communities they call home. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 
 


