June 2, 2026

Interested Party Testimony on House Bill 795
Ohio House Medicaid Committee

Chair Gross, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee:

My name 1s Kimberly J Conrad, and I have more than 40 years of professional experience supporting
individuals with developmental disabilities in Ohio. I became an agency provider in 2005 and have
maintained my certification in good standing without citations. I appreciate the opportunity to submit
interested party testimony on House Bill 795.

[ support efforts to identify and prevent Medicaid fraud. Fraud harms individuals receiving services and
undermines trust in the system. Providers who intentionally commit fraud should be held accountable.

However, I am concerned that some provisions may place broad burdens on all providers rather than
focusing enforcement on those engaged in fraudulent activity. Most providers are dedicated
professionals working to support individuals in community-based settings.

My perspective includes both professional and personal lived experience. I had a sister with significant
disabilities, and I am the primary caregiver for my grandson, who has had highly challenging behaviors
but continues to live safely in my home. These experiences, along with my work as a provider, reinforce
the importance of stable, community-based supports.

Since 2003, I have provided shared living services in my home. One individual moved in as an
emergency placement directly from a psychiatric unit with significant behavioral challenges and an
active behavior support plan. Through long-term stability, consistency, and family-style supports, his
behavior support plan was eventually discontinued. More than twenty years later, he continues to live
successtully in my home as part of our family and community.

His success was achieved through relationships, trust, and consistent support, not additional regulations.
This reflects the value of Ohio’s community-based system.

Currently [ am having difficulty recertifying my independent provider certification due to system
limitations and the recent moratorium, despite being an existing provider in good standing. The
moratorium is unintentionally impacting on the long standing experienced providers as well as the
potential for new providers. |

| respecttully urge the Committee to focus fraud prevention on targeted investigations and objective
indicators rather than imposing additional burdens on all providers. Ohio’s system depends on qualified
providers who ensure individuals remain safe and supported in their communities.



As you consider this bill, I ask that you never lose sight of the individuals behind these policies. Their
needs, dignity, independence, and quality of life must remain at the center of every decision. It is by the
grace of God, most of us will never fully understand the challenges faced by the individuals who depend
on these services every day. They deserve a system that protects them while ensuring they continue to

receive the quality supports necessary to live meaningful lives in their communities.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
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