
Submitted by Linda Tucker 

Opponent Testimony on Sub. H.B. 795 

June 3, 2026 

 

My name is Linda Tucker. I am a resident of Butler County Ohio. I am physically disabled 
with a disabled adult daughter. My mother, Dori, was a polio and post-polio syndrome 
survivor. My husband’s brother, Stevie, had epilepsy and a traumatic brain injury, he 
received caregiving services at home his entire adult life.  

Stevie was born with no apparent disabilities. When he hit adolescence, the seizures 
began. And kept coming. Stevie lost use of many physical faculties and required round-the-
clock-care. His mother, Dorcas, loved her son and would do anything for him. Her husband 
left her and Stevie, saying he couldn’t deal with an “imperfect child”.  

Dorcas remarried and had two more sons, healthy and strong. Yet all their lives revolved 
around Stevie. The brothers raised themselves so Dorcas could take care of him. Not send 
him away to some institution, to live some half-life, away, just to make their lives easier. 

Stevie was on Social Security and Medicaid. Dorcas’s second husband, Vernon, supported 
and raised Stevie like his own, which was nearly unheard of in those days in rural, 
Appalachian Ohio. But Vernon could never adopt Stevie because he would lose his state 
assistance. Stevie had case managers and assessors who visited to check medical logs, 
nurse’s notes, to see if they were lying. Stevie was completely non-verbal, in diapers, toe-
walking, making loud noises. He became a full-grown adult with these behaviors. 

Institutionalization used to be the only choice. But Stevie’s mom made a different choice. 
Due to her determination and dying wish, Stevie was never institutionalized, not even after 
both Dorcas and Vernon passed away. My family prioritized his quality of life, and 
supported him to stay living in the home he had known for decades, with the caregivers 
who would do anything for him.  

Dorcas was an old-school, rural wife, yet she made it work, without official support, with no 
stipend or compensation for being a 24/7 caregiver until Stevie was provided, through 
Medicaid, with paid caregiving services through independent providers. Dorcas should 
have been supported from the start, and parents should supported now when they choose 
to take care of their disabled child. The state should support these choices, not take them 
away. 


