
 

Opponent Testimony on House Bill 795 

House Medicaid Committee 

Chairperson Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House 
Medicaid Committee: 

My name is Jen Powers Alge, and I am the Director of Policy and Civil Rights for The Arc of Ohio. 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on House Bill 795. 

The Arc of Ohio is a grassroots advocacy organization dedicated to protecting the rights of people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families. We work to ensure that Ohioans 
with disabilities have access to the services and supports they need to live, work, and participate 
fully in their communities. 

While we share the goal of protecting the integrity of Ohio's Medicaid program, we have concerns 
about House Bill 795 and its potential impact on people with disabilities, direct support 
professionals, family caregivers, and providers of home and community-based services. Further, 
we are disturbed by what appears to be a coordinated effort with partisan campaigns to mislead 
and purposely confuse Ohioans regarding purported fraud, waste and abuse in Medicaid.  

Ohio's Medicaid waiver system already relies on extensive oversight, documentation, provider 
certification requirements, and electronic visit verification (EVV) for many services. Individuals 
receiving developmental disability waiver services and the providers who support them are already 
subject to substantial reporting and compliance obligations. Adding additional electronic location 
tracking requirements risks creating new administrative burdens without clear evidence that such 
measures will improve outcomes or reduce fraud. This committee and GA in particular should be 
proud of the success of our Ohio Medicaid programs and should invest rather than allow the cuts 
in HR 1 to ruin what has been built here.  

For people with disabilities, particularly those receiving services in their homes and communities, 
privacy and autonomy are fundamental civil rights. Many individuals with disabilities have fought 
for decades to move away from institutional models of care and toward services that respect 
personal choice and independence. Expanding government monitoring of service recipients and 
caregivers moves Ohio in the wrong direction.  

We are also concerned about the impact on the direct support workforce. Ohio continues to face a 
severe shortage of direct support professionals and home care workers. Providers are struggling 
to recruit and retain staff, and families frequently report going without authorized services because 



workers are unavailable. Additional technological requirements, tracking obligations, and 
compliance mandates may discourage workers from entering or remaining in this critical 
workforce. This kind of GPS monitoring is particularly challenging in rural communities where we 
have the most shortage of direct support professionals. 

Furthermore, House Bill 795 appears to assume that additional electronic monitoring is an 
effective substitute for meaningful oversight. Fraud prevention is important, but program integrity 
efforts should be targeted, evidence-based, and narrowly tailored. Broad location-tracking 
requirements risk creating burdens for the overwhelming majority of honest providers and 
caregivers while diverting resources from more effective enforcement strategies. In short, the 
money needed to do this should be spent on services, not more bureaucracy.  

People with disabilities deserve both accountability and dignity. They also deserve to be part of 
any new policy that effects them and the haste of this bill based on distorted and parochial 
reporting left people with disabilities and their families out of this process. Ohio is better than this. 
We don’t need to be part of some campaign strategy or propaganda designed to blame our most 
vulnerable for alleged fraud. We ask that you read and listen to the testimony from real families 
who rely on Medicaid Waivers to live. 

For these reasons, The Arc of Ohio respectfully opposes House Bill 795 and urges the committee 
to work with members of the disability community to design legislation based on facts and real-life 
experience to protect their rights, direct funds to services and support and continue to use 
evidence-based measures to protect the integrity of the Medicaid system. 

Thank you for your consideration. I would be happy to answer any questions. 

Sincerely,  

 
Jen Powers Alge, JD.  

Director of Policy and Civil Rights   

The Arc of Ohio  

513-222-1087 

Jen.powersalge@thearcofohio.org 

  


