
Opponent Testimony on the Ohio Medicaid Program Integrity and Fraud Prevention Act (Sub. H. 

B. No. 795) 

 

Chair, members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today. I am here to 

express strong opposition to Sub. H. B. No. 795, the Ohio Medicaid Program Integrity and Fraud 

Prevention Act, on behalf of the disability community and all Ohioans who rely on Medicaid-

funded home and community-based services. 

My name is Christine Clark. I am a homeowner, a taxpayer, an employee, an advocate for 

Ohioans with disabilities, and Director of an agency in Franklin County that provides services for 

Ohioans with disabilities on the IO Waiver.  Most importantly, I am someone who champions 

Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) so individuals may live safely and independently 

in their own home. 

 

Introduction 

This bill, while intended to address fraud and program integrity, will have deep and far-reaching 

negative impacts on people with disabilities who depend on Medicaid services to live 

independently, maintain their health, and participate in their communities. The proposed 

changes introduce new barriers, surveillance, and administrative burdens that threaten access 

to care, dignity, and autonomy for some of Ohio’s most vulnerable citizens. Most importantly, 

the process of introducing, evaluating, and implementing this bill is moving entirely too fast, 

which does not allow the voices of those who use these programs to be properly heard, 

considered, and incorporated. 

 

Key Concerns and Impacts 

Mandatory Electronic Visit Verification (EVV) and GPS Tracking 

 

What the bill does: Requires all in-home care and nonemergency medical transportation 

providers to use GPS-based electronic verification systems, including clock-in/clock-out and 

continuous breadcrumb location tracking. 

 

Impact: This level of surveillance is invasive and undermines the privacy and dignity of people 

with disabilities in their own homes. It creates logistical and technical barriers for providers and 



families, especially in rural areas with unreliable connectivity for individuals with complex needs 

who require flexibility in their care. 

 

Increased Provider Oversight and Credentialing 

 

What the bill does: Mandates in-person reviews from annually to quarterly or site inspections 

every three years for home and community-based services providers, and requires credentialing 

updates every 24 months or sooner. 

 

Impact: These requirements may drive smaller providers and out of the system due to 

administrative burden, reducing the already limited pool of qualified providers and threatening 

continuity of care for people with disabilities. 

 

 

High-Risk Provider Sanctions and Biometric Verification 

 

What the bill does: Flags providers for additional scrutiny based on data patterns and requires 

high-risk providers to use fingerprint, facial, or vocal recognition to receive payment. 

 

Impact: This could disproportionately affect small, family-based, or rural providers, increasing 

the risk of payment delays or denials and further destabilizing care for people with disabilities.  

 

We would like to see added language on page 134 line 3849 and 3850 to say Claims data that 

overlaps with a Medicaid recipient’s stay in the hospital… (add) unless otherwise authorized due 

to some setting such as MRC sites or special approval form DODD you can provide staff to 

Ohioans with disabilities.   

 

 

 



Data Transparency and Public Reporting 

 

What the bill does: Requires public reporting of EVV compliance, denied claims, fraud referrals, 

and impacts on service access. 

 

Impact: While transparency is important, increased scrutiny may stigmatize providers and 

recipients, and does not address the root causes of fraud or access barriers. 

 

Conclusion and Call to Action 

 

The disability community is committed to program integrity and the responsible use of 

Medicaid funds. However, the measures in this bill go far beyond what is necessary to prevent 

fraud and instead create new obstacles, risks, and indignities for people with disabilities and 

their families. We urge the committee to reject Sub. H. B. No. 795 and instead work with the 

disability community to develop solutions that protect both program integrity and the rights, 

dignity, and independence of Ohioans with disabilities. 

 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,  

Name:   Christine Clark  

Email:   christine.ireland@life-inc.net 

Address 142 North High Street   Gahanna, Ohio 43230 

Phone number:  (419)   564-9799 

 

 

 

 


