June 2, 2026

Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House
Medicaid Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to submit written testimony. My name is Lindsey Wyckoff, and
| am an elected member of the North Canton City School District Board of Education, a
nonprofit leader, and an advocate for Ohio families. | am strongly opposed to HB 795 and
the harmful changes it makes to Ohio's Medicaid program.

As a school board member, | see firsthand how health care access impacts a child's
ability to learn, succeed, and thrive. The challenges students bring into our classrooms
do not stop at the schoolhouse door. Many of our students rely on Medicaid-funded
services, including behavioral health care, counseling, speech therapy, occupational
therapy, and other supports that help them succeed both academically and personally.
When families face barriers to accessing care, those impacts are felt in our schools
through increased absenteeism, unmet mental health needs, behavioral challenges, and
greater stress on students, educators, and families alike.

| am particularly concerned about the impact this legislation could have on students with
disabilities. Medicaid helps fund critical services that many students receive through their
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), including therapies and specialized supports
that enable them to access their education and reach their full potential. When access to
these services is delayed, disrupted, or reduced, students are the ones who pay the
price. Schools work hard to meet every child's needs, but we cannot replace the health
care system or absorb the consequences of policies that make it more difficult for families
to obtain medically necessary care. At a time when school districts are already facing
significant financial and staffing challenges, we should not be creating additional
obstacles for the students who depend on these services the most.

Ohio families are already struggling to find affordable health care, home health aides,
behavioral health services, and support for aging loved ones. This legislation creates new
barriers to care while expanding government surveillance and bureaucracy. Rather than
investing in services that help Ohioans live independently and safely in their
communities, HB 795 imposes burdensome verification requirements, increases
administrative hurdles for providers, and risks driving more caregivers out of an already
strained workforce.

| am also deeply concerned about the bill's requirement that therapeutic behavioral health
services receive prior authorization. Schools across Ohio continue to respond to growing
student mental health needs. While educators can provide support and connection,
schools cannot replace licensed behavioral health providers. Delays in treatment can
mean a child waits longer for services, a family struggles longer without support, and a
student faces greater challenges in the classroom. We should be making it easier—not
harder—for Ohio children and families to access mental health care.

Every taxpayer expects accountability in public programs, and Medicaid fraud should be
investigated and prosecuted when it occurs. However, HB 795 goes far beyond
reasonable oversight. It treats providers, caregivers, and Medicaid recipients with
suspicion rather than recognizing the essential role they play in caring for some of Ohio's



most vulnerable residents. Effective program integrity should protect both taxpayer
dollars and access to care. This bill fails to strike that balance.

As policymakers, we should be focused on strengthening the systems that support Ohio
families, not creating additional barriers that make it harder for children to receive care,
seniors to age with dignity, and people with disabilities to live independently. The health of
our communities and the success of our students depend on it.

| respectfully ask you to consider the real-world consequences these provisions will have
on Ohio families, seniors, people with disabilities, students, and health care providers. |
urge you to stop this harmful bill from moving forward and instead pursue policies that
improve access to care while ensuring responsible stewardship of public resources.
Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.

With gratitude,

Lindsey Wyckoff



