Opponent Testimony for H.B. 795 “Enact Shield Act”

Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House
Medicaid Committee, thank you for allowing me to provide opponent testimony against
H.B. 795. My name is Maxine Irvin. | am a lifelong resident of Ohio. Though | was never a
recipient of Medicaid, my mother received Medicaid as a resident of a Nursing Home near
the end of her life. | engaged in getting her accepted in the Medicaid program. | respectively
ask that this committee vote against the House Bill 795, the Enact Shield Act, because this
act will negatively impact the law-abiding providers and recipients of Medicaid.

Four issues immediately came to my mind as | read the details of H.B. 795.

1. This bill treats Medicaid providers like prisoners by requiring GPS monitoring
systems as they go about their daily functions. Medicaid providers are not prisoners. They
are primarily honest citizens doing a much-needed job and helping the people they are
serving.

2. This billis simply racism and bigotry against minorities and immigrants since
they are the ones most likely to provide service, and least likely to get in trouble with the
law for the fear of being deported or jailed.

3. This bill is simply creating more Red Tape and Bureaucracy. Medicaid providers
already must provide well-documented paperwork to receive payment from the
Government.

4. The Quote “Big Brother is watching”, is a well-recognized quote from the novel
1984 by George Orwell. | hope all of you are aware and understand this inference. Big
Brother is the name of the Authoritarian government who is watching the average person
throughout their daily life. It should send a shiver down your back to think that this would
happen to our healthcare providers if H.B. 795 is enacted. It may be time for all of us to re-
read 7984 and the warnings from this book. We do not want a world where our government
is watching every step we take. It turns the government into a stalker.

H.B. 795 is obviously a knee jerk reaction to the fraud claims in Minnesota and a deliberate
attack against the mostly law-abiding Somali’s and other minorities. It is ignoring that the
alleged ringleader of the fraud in Minnesota is a white woman and legal proceedings are
currently progressing against her. Where is the evidence that there is extensive fraud in
Ohio? | have not heard about any specific Medicaid fraud in Ohio. Creating a bill that
requires intrusive GPS monitoring without any proof of fraud is harassing workers and is not
protecting Medicaid recipients nor Medicaid funds. Instead, it is sending our tax dollars to
corporations to develop and maintain people tracking systems instead of spending our tax
dollars on the neediest among us, as is the wish of people of the Great State of Ohio.



Medicaid keeps people out of emergency rooms and off of the streets begging for food and
is a lifeline for the people who need it. The surveillance this bill requires will dissuade
people from providing the care that is so necessary to help people in distress. Using GPS to
track health care workers and to require them to clock in and clock out as they go about
their daily tasks is an overreach of the government. Therefore, | request that you vote no
against this bill in order to maintain the integrity of Medicaid in Ohio.

Thank you for listing to my testimony. | will gladly answer any questions you may have.
Regards,
Maxine Irvin
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