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We are the parents of our adult son, Gregory. Gregory receives services through the Ohio 
Department of Developmental Disabilities. 
 
We are writing to urge the members of this committee to immediately rescind the six-month 
moratorium on new Independent Provider enrollment that took effect on May 14, 2026. 
 
We were not given Hme to prepare for the considerable effect this decision had on services 
before it was implemented. Due to this moratorium, our inability to recruit new independent 
providers when a current provider leaves over the next six months, will threaten Gregory’s 
health and safety.  
 
The belief seems to be that the increased number of enrolled Independent Providers over the 
last few years has resulted in an influx of providers who are interested and qualified to meet 
Gregory’s complex physical needs. This is not true. Finding individuals who want to provide care 
such as liPing, Range of MoHon stretching, feeding through a feeding tube, showering, 
grooming and seRng up assisHve technology, has always been challenging.  In fact, we have 
been turned away by agencies who stated they could not provide the care/back up care he 
needed and have had to rely solely on independent providers since 2005. Many of these 
independent providers are and were college students in Physical, OccupaHonal, or Speech 
Therapy programs as well as Special EducaHon programs. They gain valuable hands-on 
experience while working with Gregory. However, they graduate into jobs in their fields, and we 
need to recruit to replace them quite oPen.  
 
Our son Gregory is 32 years old. He graduated from Wright State University in December 2019 
and has been working part Hme in social media since 2020. He moved into his own condo in 
2022 and has been living his dream as are so many others within his peer group. However, 
Gregory’s path was not like that of most people his age. Due to his cerebral palsy, Gregory is 
completely dependent on others for his physical needs and relies on assisHve technology for his 
speech. As a result of his physical limitaHons, many of his accomplishments would not have 
been possible without the assistance of caring independent provider professionals (DSPs) and 
the Ohio Department of Developmental DisabiliHes.  
 
With the support of his independent providers, Gregory was able to live on campus at Wright 
State. He currently travels to work and a_ends many Bengals, FC CincinnaH and CincinnaH Reds 
games with his aides. Sports are his passion.   
 
We are in total support of identifying fraud within any public program. As taxpayers, we would 
like to see people be held accountable for cheating the system. Our concern is that these  
sweeping claims of fraud should not justify policies that negatively impact people with 
disabilities who need Medicaid services.  ‘ 



We are asking you to rescind any moratorium or freeze on new providers, particularly for 
individuals with significant medical, physical, and behavioral support needs.  The moratorium 
does nothing to address past or current fraud in the system, but instead assumes every future 
provider is a fraudster/criminal and threatens the ability of disabled individuals like Gregory to 
continue to live independently. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Filomena and Dave Nelson 
Parent of Gregory Nelson 
West Chester, Ohio 
 
513 305-9791 


