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Chairwoman Gross and members of the House Medicaid Committee: 
 
My name is Jenni, and I am the mother of two daughters who live with severe, lifelong 
disabilities. Both of my daughters are enrolled on the Ohio Homecare Waiver and depend every 
single day on Medicaid-funded nursing care and home health aide services to survive and 
remain in our home. I am writing today to ask you to oppose Substitute House Bill 795 — not 
because I am indifferent to fraud, but because I have lived inside this system long enough to 
know that this bill will cause serious, preventable harm to the most vulnerable children in Ohio. 
 

 
 
My daughters' care is already supervised. More red tape will not protect them — it will 
abandon them. 
 
My daughters are not invisible to the system. They are seen by their case managers, their 
physicians, their nurses, and their home health aides on a regular, documented basis. Their 
disabilities are not going anywhere. There is no question about whether their care is medically 
necessary — it has been verified, re-verified, and authorized repeatedly by the very oversight 
structures that already exist within Ohio Medicaid. These are children whose lives depend on a 
ventilator, a feeding tube, or around-the-clock skilled nursing. There is no gray area here. 
 
And yet, Sub. HB 795 would treat every provider who walks through my door as a potential 
fraud risk requiring biometric clock-ins, subjecting them to in-person inspections before they can 
be enrolled, and threatening their payment if their claims look "suspicious." What does a 
suspicious increase in claims look like for a child who has a medical crisis? What happens to my 
daughter's care if her nurse's payment is suspended while ODM investigates a flag that turns 
out to be nothing? 



 
The bill does not answer those questions. And that silence is terrifying to families like mine. 
 

 
 
Ohio's home-based care workforce is already in crisis. 
 
I want to ask each member of this committee a simple question: Have you tried to hire a home 
health aide or skilled nurse for a medically complex child lately? 
 
It is not easy. It is, in fact, one of the most difficult and heartbreaking aspects of caring for a 
disabled child. We have experienced gaps in coverage. We have gone without care. I have sat 
awake at night performing medical tasks that no parent should have to do alone. Not because I 
am unwilling, but because there was no one else available. Ohio's direct care workforce 
shortage is real, it is severe, and it directly threatens the safety of children like my daughters 
every single day. 
 
Sub. HB 795 will make this worse. 
 
When you require biometric verification technology as a condition of payment, you are adding a 
burden that small providers and individual caregivers (the people who are most likely to serve 
children with the highest medical needs) are least equipped to handle. When you require 
in-person inspections before a provider can enroll, you are adding weeks or months to a 
process that families in crisis cannot afford to wait through. When you allow ODM to suspend 
payments based on algorithmic flags, you are giving providers a very good reason to leave 
Medicaid altogether and serve only private-pay clients. 
 
Every provider who walks away from Ohio Medicaid is a provider who will not be there for my 
daughters. 
 

 
 
The fraud this bill targets is real, but these tools are the wrong ones. 
 
I want to be clear: Medicaid fraud is a serious problem and it should be prosecuted aggressively. 
Fraudulent providers steal from taxpayers and, more importantly, they steal from the disabled 
people who need those resources. I support strong enforcement against bad actors. 
 
But this bill does not surgically target bad actors. It imposes sweeping new burdens on every 
provider across the board. It threatens legitimate providers with payment suspension based on 
claims volume alone without distinguishing between fraud and a child whose needs have 
increased. It creates guilt-by-association investigation triggers that could snare small, honest 
providers who share office space or administrative support. 



 
There is a better way. Invest in ODM's data analytics to identify truly anomalous billing patterns. 
Prosecute fraudulent providers swiftly and publicly. Work with disability advocates and medical 
professionals to design enforcement tools that protect the integrity of the program without 
dismantling the care infrastructure that medically fragile children depend on. 
 

 
 
The consequences of getting this wrong are irreversible. 
 
When a business fails due to overregulation, it can rebuild. When a child loses their medically 
necessary care because their nurse left the Medicaid program, there is no easy recovery. For 
children with the level of need my daughters have, a gap in care can mean a hospitalization, a 
medical emergency, or worse. 
 
I am asking you to look beyond the press release and ask the hard question: Who, specifically, 
will be hurt if this bill passes as written? The answer is children like mine. Children who have 
done nothing wrong, who are monitored and documented and overseen at every turn, and who 
simply need the care they have been promised under Medicaid to stay alive and at home with 
their families. 
 
Please oppose Substitute House Bill 795, or at minimum, require substantive amendments that 
protect home and community-based care for Ohio's most medically fragile children before 
moving this legislation forward. Involve disabled individuals, family members and advocates in 
any future development of legislation.  
 
Thank you for your time and your service to the people of Ohio. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jenni Wolfenbarger, Parent and Primary Caregiver  
 

 
 
Submitted to the Ohio House Medicaid Committee in opposition to Sub. H.B. 795, 136th 
General Assembly 
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