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My name is Dee Henry, I’m physically disabled and I’m privileged to serve as a disability 
rights advocate in Ohio. I’m providing Opponent Testimony to House Bill 795 today. 

 

The stakes are high today for all of us. We are at a crossroads. Will Ohio’s elected officials 
protect their disabled constituents? Or will we remember this as the time when elected 
officials carried out votes and orders that force the disability community of Ohio away from 
their neighbors, peers, and family? 

 

How have we gotten to this point? How has no one amongst you spoken out against the 
rhetoric of those who dehumanize the disability community? Whether that is rhetoric 
claiming that caregivers are just there to ‘hang out’ with disabled people, claims that a 
family member who is willing to dedicate their life to caring for a disabled loved one should 
not be compensated, or false claims that it’s cheaper for taxpayers to have people with 
disabilities institutionalized than living in the community with supports.  

 

How does this rhetoric connect to House Bill 795, which calls for sweeping initiatives 
regarding Medicaid waivers in Ohio? Well, a narrative has been created that dehumanizes 
people with disabilities, that’s how we get to the point of an elected official calling for 
institutionalization of her constituency and other disabled people across the state. The 
facts are clear: According to the Health Policy Institute of Ohio, home care costs Ohio 
Medicaid 22% less per person than institutional care. All misinformation being spread by 
the Ohio House Medicaid Committee must be investigated and stopped. 

 

Among the proposed initiatives in HB 795 is requiring that Medicaid stop allowing new 
providers to be approved to provide caregiving services while investigations of fraud are 
underway. This means that for the duration of the investigations, which will take months, 
there will be real people with disabilities who cannot get the care they need that they would 
have been able to get. No one is thinking about those individuals if they vote yes on this bill. 

https://www.healthpolicyohio.org/health-policy-news/2026/05/29/graphic-of-the-week-home-care-costs-ohio-medicaid-22-less-per-person-than-institutional-care


While we all believe in addressing fraud in the Medicaid system, it should not be done at 
the expense of disabled people. We cannot trade the lives of people with disabilities for 
political expediency. 

 

I have clients contacting me scared beyond measure that they will lose the care that allows 
them to live independently, and in many cases, allows them to live in general. Some have 
already lost care in few days since the moratorium was instituted. This is personal to me. I 
was raised and schooled in Butler County. Representative Gross, you are my neighbor and 
my parents’ neighbor, just a stone’s throw away. Many of my clients are your neighbors too, 
and they don’t want to be forced into institutions. Why can’t we handle this like neighbors 
who take care of our neighbors?  

 

This moratorium is a mistake, and simply putting the cart before the horse. But in this case, 
that mistake is the difference between independence and institutionalization, the 
difference between life and death for many people with disabilities who rely on caregiving 
services paid for by their Medicaid waiver in order to survive. Will you be part of sending 
away my friends, clients, and neighbors to institutions? Will you stay silent on this bill, 
which in the end is a death sentence for people with disabilities? Or will you vote no on 
House Bill 795 until we have discussed and implemented common-sense safeguards to 
protect Ohioans with disabilities who need these services? Myself and other disability 
advocates are ready and willing to help this legislature to enhance Medicaid-related 
initiatives with elements of humanity, responsibility, and transparency. We hope you’ll 
accept our offer. 

 


