
Opponent Testimony on House Bill 795 

 
Chairman Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House 
Medicaid Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to House Bill 
795. 
 
My name is Connie Fraley. I am a former Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
caseworker. I currently work from home providing chronic care management support for a 
physician's office, and I have been a quadriplegic for more than 40 years following a spinal 
cord injury. 
 
Since my spinal cord injury more than four decades ago, the support I have received has 
made it possible for me to live in my own home and remain an active part of my community 
instead of living in an institution. 

I want to share what home and community-based services mean to someone who depends 
on them every day. 
 
When people hear about personal care services, I think many assume we're talking about 
companionship or someone stopping by to visit. For many people with significant 
disabilities, that's simply not the reality. 
 
As a quadriplegic, there are countless things I cannot do for myself. I cannot button a shirt. I 
cannot zip a zipper. I cannot put my hair in a ponytail. I cannot turn most round doorknobs. 
If something falls on the floor, I cannot pick it up. I cannot transfer from my wheelchair to 
my bed without a sliding board. 
 
I work from home providing chronic care management support for a physician's office, but 
even with modifications I cannot insert a USB drive into a computer port because I do not 
have the finger dexterity to do it. 
 
Before my spinal cord injury, I probably didn't think much about these things either. Today, 
they affect every aspect of my daily life. 
 
The reality is that I need assistance with activities of daily living that most people take for 
granted. The help I receive is not about convenience. It is not a luxury. It is about meeting 
basic human needs and making it possible for me to live safely in my home rather than in an 
institution. 
 
Without that assistance, I would not be able to live independently. Institutional care would 
become my only option. 
 
Ohio already faces a significant caregiver shortage. Many people with disabilities and older 
adults struggle to find enough caregivers to meet their needs. 
 
While family members are often an important part of a person's support system, it is not 
always realistic to assume that family can meet every caregiving need. Family members may 
work full-time, live far away, have health limitations of their own, or be caring for children, 
spouses, or aging parents. In situations where family members provide extensive hands-on 



care, policies that support those caregivers can help sustain the care that allows many 
individuals to remain safely at home. When those supports are not available, the alternative 
is often institutional care. 

Recently, Medicaid Director Scott Partika stated that it is generally more cost-effective to 
keep people in their homes than to place them in institutions. I believe that is exactly right. 
 
But this is about more than cost.  It is about dignity. It is about independence. It is about 
giving people the opportunity to live in their communities instead of institutions whenever 
possible. 
 
I've lived this reality for more than 40 years. I know what it takes to remain in the 
community. The help I receive isn't a luxury. It's what allows me to get bathed, dressed and 
out of bed in the morning, remain in my own home, and avoid unnecessary institutional 
care. 
 
I respectfully ask the committee to keep those realities in mind as you consider House Bill 
795. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 


