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The Hunger Network in Ohio (HNO) is a statewide, faith-based ministry seeking to end hunger 
by addressing the root causes of poverty. As a faith-based network, we interact with faith 
leaders and communiBes across Ohio.  
 
Access to healthcare is a major root cause of hunger and poverty in our state.  
 
My name is Deacon Nick Bates, and I am the director of the Hunger Network in Ohio. I am an 
ordained in the Lutheran tradiBon and have been in state advocacy work for about 20 years. In 
that Bme, I have learned one thing about Medicaid – it’s complicated. I am far from an expert 
on the system’s inner workings, but have witnessed its posiBve impact in our communiBes. 
 
The Hunger Network in Ohio encourages a NO vote on HB 795. As people of faith, we believe 
in good stewardship of our shared resources. This means state programs much advance the 
common good. Our Medicaid system needs accountability, compassion, and quality client care. 
Sadly, HB 795 does not strengthen the accountability of program and instead will likely sacrifice 
compassion and quality client care by limiBng in-home care services.  
 
In-home care offers dignity of God’s beloved children. Whether a person is living with a 
permanent disability, recovering from surgery, or aUempBng to age in place – in home care 
offers dignity to the individual and family in need. When an individual can be surrounded by 
loved ones, and receive the trained medical aUenBon they need, it allows all of God’s beloved 
children to stay connected to their neighbors, family, faith community, and others who love and 
care for them that they may lose in insBtuBonalized care. Community support can strengthen 
the quality of life for not only the recipient of the Medicaid, but their loved ones as well.  
 
Family care can save money and strengthens dignity. When family members can receive the 
proper medical training to support their family members, they can offer the personal and 
professional care needed to increase dignity of their loved ones, likely reducing long-term costs. 
 
SNAP does not belong in this bill. SNAP and Medicaid are two programs is in enBrely separate 
systems and state agencies. As we look for ways to strengthen program integrity, we need 
precision in our bureaucracy otherwise we are only increasing bureaucracy at the expense of 
client and community care. Categorical eligibility is an effecBve means for individuals to do less 
paperwork that reduces paperwork and bureaucracy. The inclusion of SNAP related provisions 
into this bill will widen the holes in Ohio’s social safety net - leaving more Ohioans hungry and in 
need. Please oppose HB 795 unJl Ohio can have a full conversaJon to address the underlying 
needs in the system driven by the data and client quality.  
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