Opponent Testimony on HB 795

Chair Jennifer Gross, Vice Chair Tim Barhorst, Ranking Member Rachel B. Baker, and
members of the committee:

My name is Lindsay Sulzer, and | am the parent of a 10-year-old daughter with significant
disabilities. | also serve as her paid caregiver through Ohio’s waiver system. | am writing in
strong opposition to HB 795.

My daughter requires assistance with nearly every activity of daily living, as well as support
to participate in play, school-related activities, family events, and community activities.
Like many families, we already face tremendous challenges finding qualified caregivers
willing to work hours that our children need, particularly in the early morning hours or short
shifts. Despite actively seeking additional caregivers, | frequently have to step in myself
because there is simply no one else available.

HB 795 would make an already severe caregiver workforce shortage even worse. Additional
administrative requirements, including mandatory GPS-based Electronic Visit Verification
for family caregivers, will create new costs and burdens for families, home health
agencies, and providers without addressing the underlying shortage of qualified workers.
As agencies face increased compliance costs, fewer providers may be willing to serve
waiver participants, leaving families with even fewer options for obtaining needed care.

The bill’s requirement for GPS tracking of family caregivers is particularly troubling. Unlike
a traditional employee who travels to a worksite for a defined shift, | am already with my
daughter throughout the day. Requiring GPS tracking of my caregiving activities does not
prevent fraud; it simply creates an additional administrative burden while collecting
sensitive location data on both caregivers and vulnerable individuals with disabilities.
Every new database containing personal location information creates additional risk. We
have seen repeated data breaches across industries, and data exposure is not a question
of if, but when. Families should not be forced to surrender their privacy in exchange for
services that allow their loved ones to remain safely at home.

I am also deeply concerned by provisions that would effectively limit caregiving activities to
the home. My daughter deserves the same opportunities as any other child to participate in
her community, spend time with friends and family, attend activities, and experience the
world outside our front door. The support she receives should follow her wherever she lives
her life. Restricting caregiver services to the home undermines the very purpose of home
and community-based services.

The compensation | receive as my daughter’s caregiver helps offset the significant
financial impact that disability has on our family. | have education, training, and
professional experience that would allow me to work more hours in my chosen career.
However, the reality is that | often must fill caregiving gaps because qualified workers are
unavailable. The answer to this challenge is not to make caregiving more difficult or drive
additional providers from the system. Ohio should be focused on strengthening and



expanding the caregiver workforce, not creating barriers that reduce the number of
available caregivers.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge you to vote no on HB 795.

Thank you for your consideration.

Best regards,

Lindsay Sulzer

Shaker Hts., OH



