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Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the Ohio House
Medicaid Committee, my name is Danielle DeLeon Spires, and | am a policy advocate at the
Ohio Poverty Law Center. The Ohio Poverty Law Center advocates for evidence-based policies
that protect and expand the rights of low-income Ohioans. We are a non-profit working closely
with Ohio’s legal aid community, serving Ohioans who are living, working, and raising their
families in poverty. Thank you for the opportunity to provide written opponent testimony on
House Bill 795.

Medicaid is a complex system that provides crucial health care coverage to Ohio’s most
vulnerable populations. It was built with an objective to enable low-income and underserved
populations to secure healthcare and has evolved over time to continue to reduce uninsured
rates and improve health outcomes. Affordable health care coverage has helped Ohioans at
every income level to build economic security and stability for their families.

As the Ohio House Medicaid Committee reviews House Bill 795 and considers additional
measures related to oversight and program integrity, OPLC asks that these significant changes
are made in the best interests of Ohioans and do not risk impacting eligibility or access to
healthcare. These changes could have a harmful impact on continuity of care, increased
administrative burden, and the overall wellness of Ohioans.

Home and community-based services are vital pieces of health care. According to data', home
care costs Ohio Medicaid 22% less per person than institutional care. These services and
support help Ohioans to meet medical needs and receive assistance with daily activities. These
individuals must meet strict eligibility requirements, including financial requirements and a
specific level of care. We urge the committee to engage with Ohioans who receive these
services to understand the level of need and benefit from this care.

In addition, we ask for careful consideration of provisions related to Electronic Visit Verification
to ensure that these changes consider the unique circumstances across each region of the
state. In many rural areas, there may be limited access to internet and certain technology-based
services may not be the best solution.

We also ask that you narrow the bill and remove the harmful provision related to the elimination
of broad-based categorical eligibility for SNAP. This process streamlines the application process
by eliminating the need for a separate financial eligibility determination for households already
deemed eligible for other assistance programs. In addition to avoiding significant administrative
burden, this flexibility protects access to food for vulnerable populations.

T Health Policy Institute of Ohio, “Home care costs Ohio Medicaid 22% less per person than institutional
care, data shows”, May 29, 2026



https://www.healthpolicyohio.org/our-work/data-graphics/home-care-costs-ohio-medicaid-22-less-per-person-than-institutional-care-data-shows
https://www.healthpolicyohio.org/our-work/data-graphics/home-care-costs-ohio-medicaid-22-less-per-person-than-institutional-care-data-shows

Eliminating broad-based categorical eligibility for SNAP benefits would have immediate and
harmful outcomes on low-income Ohioans and their families. These are Ohioans who are
working but earning below a living wage, older adults, and individuals with disabilities on fixed
incomes who are trying to build economic security and continue to provide a stable environment
for their families.

This sudden change to eligibility and procedures would increase risk for payment error rates as
states will soon by required to cost-share SNAP benefits based on said state payment error
rate. Ohio should instead consider solutions to decrease risk and administrative burden by
engaging with stakeholders and advocates working with impacted Ohioans.

House Bill 795 is expansive legislation that will impact Ohioans with complex health needs, as
well as the families and medical providers who deliver care. The broad impact of this bill
deserves careful deliberation and input from individuals who will see these effects firsthand.
While we support efforts to ensure Medicaid program integrity and efficiency, we ask that the bill
receive all thoughtful input from Ohioans before continued action.

Thank you for the opportunity to share this information and for your consideration. | am happy to
answer questions you may have via email.

Sincerely,
Danielle DelLeon Spires

Danielle DeLeon Spires
Policy Advocate
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