
Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Brewer, and members of the House Medicaid 

Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on Sub. H.B. 795. 

My name is Cheryl Gorham, and I am a resident of Ohio and an advocate for individuals with 

disabilities.   

I am writing to you regarding the proposed changes to the Ohio Medicaid Program that are outlined in 

Sub. H.B.795.  I work at one of Ohio’s Centers for Independent Living and work with individuals with 

disabilities on a daily basis.  As a Center for Independent Living, the majority of our Board members and 

staff are people with disabilities themselves, because our belief is that those individuals understand 

what and how services should be delivered.  As I read and listened to what is being proposed in Sub. H.B. 

795, I was struck by the fact that at no time were the end users, people with disabilities, asked about the 

impact of the bill on their daily lives.  I am certain that individuals with disabilities, if they were asked, 

would want to see an end to waste, fraud, and abuse in the Medicaid system because it ultimately 

impacts the funding they rely on to live, work, and contribute to their communities.   

Individuals with disabilities have a right to be a part of our communities and, I would argue, our 

communities are stronger as a result.  They are our neighbors, co-workers, family members, and, we 

must remember, can one day be us.   

This bill is being rushed through quickly, leaving little time for any input from the community most at risk 

by the proposed changes.  I respectfully ask that you take/make the time to talk to the individuals who 

are using Medicaid Waivers for the assistance they need to do the things that most of us take for 

granted.   

Sincerely, 

 

 

Cheryl Gorham 

6323 Clearair Dr. 

Mentor, OH  44060 

440-488-5710 

cherylgorham@aol.com 

 


