To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Chloe Rothschild. | am an Ohioan with autism, a developmental disability,
and | receive services through a Medicaid Home and Community-Based Services
waiver.

Over the past 11 years, | have worked hard to build my independence and life skills.
Because of these services, | am able to live in my community and truly thrive.

House Bill 795 would require significant time, money, and resources—resources that
are already limited for people with disabilities. Many of us are already not receiving
enough support, and this bill risks adding further strain to a system we rely on every
day.

I live in a condo with a roommate who is also autistic, and | receive support from direct
care staff 4 to 5 days a week. With their help, | am able to cook, complete chores in
ways that build my independence, go shopping, and participate in activities that matter
to me. These supports allow me to live a full, self-directed life in my community.

| am concerned that House Bill 795 will make it even harder for providers to become
certified. The process is already time-consuming and demanding, with extensive
documentation requirements, which contributes to an existing challenge: people with
disabilities already struggle to find providers who are both qualified and a good personal
fit. Adding more barriers will only make that harder.

My waiver provides essential supports that make independence possible—not optional
extras. My compression canoe gives me the deep pressure my nervous system needs
so | can feel safe and regulated. My communication device, an iPad, ensures that even
when speaking is difficult, | always have a way to express myself and be heard.
Transportation support, such as Uber vouchers, allows me to move around my
community independently without always relying on staff, which is both empowering and
cost-effective.

These supports allow me to participate fully in my life and my community.

| work hard every single day. People with disabilities are not fraud—we are people
working hard every day to live full, meaningful lives and be part of our communities.
While | understand the importance of preventing misuse of services, policies should not
come at the expense of those who genuinely depend on them.

| am worried that legislation like House Bill 795 could undo the progress | have made
and make it harder for others to achieve the same opportunities.



| am part of my community, and my life matters. So do the lives of other Ohioans with
developmental disabilities.

Please keep us in mind and do not pass House Bill 795.

Thank you,

Chloe Rothschild

4152 N. McCord Rd. Sylvania, OH 43560



