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Medicaid Committee chair Rep. Gross, vice chair Rep. Barhorst, and ranking member Rep.
Baker, members of the committee, my name is Jan Lanier a nurse, a taxpayer, and a
grandmother. | am submitting this statement in lieu of testifying in person before your
committee. | am here on behalf of my 23-year-old granddaughter (Adriana) and my
daughter, her mother. Adriana was born a micro-preemie and experienced serious
complications shortly after birth that led to the disabilities she has today. She is what is
called a “total care” individual who relies on others 24/7/ 365 so all her physical needs can
be met. This has been and will continue to be her life.

| doubt many of you on this committee have ever lived this life. Yet you are charged with
making decisions about Adriana’s very existence because she relies on Medicaid to help
pay for the care she cannot be without. Somehow that fact means every facet of her life
can be and is “regulated” by elected individuals who must be good stewards of taxpayer
dollars while somehow taking into consideration Adriana’s needs too. While those
decisions may seem overwhelming at times, you can all go home each night believing you
have completed your assighed duties. But for Adriana the decisions you make do not end
when you leave to campaign, or vacation, or raise money, engage in politics, and other
duties that go along with being a member of the General Assembly. She and her family will
be tasked with picking up whatever pieces remain long after the 136" General Assembly
ends.

Obviously, Medicaid fraud cannot and should not be ignored, but solutions must be
carefully and thoughtfully crafted to minimize the damage done to Adriana and others like
her. Requiring lifelong care in one’s home is not ideal BUT it is more life affirming than an
institution. Ohio’s home care Medicaid waivers have been a godsend in many ways. They
have enabled my daughter to work a full-time job from home while giving Adriana a life that
includes walks in the park, shopping trips to Meijers, splash park outings, and trips to the
zoo always accompanied by her home health aide who also manages her care needs along
the way (medication administration, G-tube feedings, respiratory challenges, and seizure
precautions). These trips are her connection with something outside the four walls of the
apartment where she and her mom live.



The care Adriana receives from her caregivers is very invasive when it comes to maintaining
even a smidgen of privacy. A home should be a place where one can go to deep breathe,
and unwind, and simply be. But when one needs care assistance and that assistance is
provided at home by relative strangers, thinking of the home as a haven is nothing but a
pipe dream. Now, even the tiny bit of privacy within those walls is threatened by requiring
GPS tracking devices be used to allow total strangers to enter your home via trackers that
record every encounter you have, even when you are at your most vulnerable—having
diapers changed, a bath given, and similar basic human needs addressed.

Being on Medicaid is not a pleasant existence. There are constant criteria one must meet,
records to be maintained, training to be overseen. And oh yes, these caregivers often leave
because the work is hard and the pay terrible. (Thatis a whole other issue reserved for
another day). Yes, Ohio taxpayers are paying part of that bill. But who on this committee
would choose that kind of life over one where there is some level of choice; independence;
and yes, privacy? Needing (not wanting) Medicaid should not make one a second-class
citizen subject to loss of the privacy rights most humans take for granted. Please do not
hastily demolish the benefits provided by home care waivers for those who need them the
most and who are not committing fraud. They are the victims in this not the perpetrators.

| am angry too that some people believe stealing from a
faceless government is not really hurting anyone; however,
that thought process is not something embraced only by
certain types of people. There is plenty of fraud and
corruption going around, even among the very wealthy. We
all know that, butthe outrage and rush to judgment and

quick fixes are focused on the Medicaid home care problem
largely because of “evidence” uncovered by an investigative reporter with his own agenda.

My agenda is simple. Do not make Adriana’s life harder than it already is. Please give her
and others like her the very best you have to offer so the issues can be addressed fully and
humanely . Take the time you need to see beneath the surface and truly understand the
ramifications and implications of every decision you make regarding this difficult issue.
Your break from the General Assembly will happen. Please do not hastily break apart
Adriana’s life options by rushing your decisions with respect to HB 795.

Thank you.



