Opponent testimony on the Ohio Medicaid Program Integrity and Fraud Prevention Act
(Sub. H. B. No 795)

Chair, members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today. I am
here to express strong opposition to Sub. H. B. No 795, the Ohio Medicaid Program
Integrity and Fraud Prevention Act, on behalf of the disability community and all
Ohioans who rely on Medicaid funded Home and Community Based Waiver Services
(HCBS).

My name is Theresa Sweeny. I am a long time disability rights advocate, and a certified
waiver provider for Medicaid. My 29 ear old son has an IO Waiver through the
Department of Developmental Disabilities, and along with his younger brother (who
also provides waiver services), we have a full scale ICU in our home. I champion HCBS
so individuals may live safely and independently in their own home.

This bill, while intended to address fraud and program integrity, will have deep and far
reaching negative impacts. The proposed changes will introduce new barriers,
surveillance, and administrative burdens that threaten access to care, dignity and
autonomy for some of Ohio’s most vulnerable citizens, such as my son. The speed at
which this legislation has been introduced and pushed through has failed to include the
voices of those who use HCBS services, which does not allow their voices to be heard,
considered and incorporated. The process has excluded the most important voices of
all.

*Mandatory Electronic Visit Verification (EVV) and GPS Tracking

We have seen untold amounts of money already spent on EVV and GPS tracking since
the 21st Century Cures Act was passed. In fact, Ohio, to take advantage of extra dollars
offered by the feds, was the first in the nation to implement this program. The program
uses Medicaid dollars to match provider clock in and out with GPS location. How much
more money will be thrown at a program run by Sandata, that often fails causing
providers to have to access the online system to make corrections? Will more money
infused into Sandata’s program fix these glitches and make it reliable? Failure of
systems like these, especially in rural areas, puts the care of persons with complex
needs in jeopardy.



*GPS tracking and “continuous breadcrumb tracking”

Requires all in-home care and nonemergency medical transportation
providers to use GPS-based electronic verification systems, including clock-in/clock-out
and continuous breadcrumb location tracking.

This level of surveillance is invasive and undermines the privacy and dignity of people
with disabilities in their own homes. It creates logistical and technical barriers for
providers and families, especially in rural areas with unreliable connectivity.

It undermines the Constitutional rights of disabled people and of others living in their
home (and even visitors) to live in their own homes without surveillance.

*Sec. 5164-302 B “The one thousand square feet rule”

(B) The department shall deny, refuse to revalidate, suspend, or terminate a provider
agreement if the department determines that an individual ..seeking enroliment...at the
same address as another home and community based medicaid provider when the
address contains less than one thousand square feet of space.”

We live in our family home, currently involved in probate, under one thousand square
feet. For the record, it is a 3 bedroom home. My son has lived here for over 10 years. It
is his (and our) home. Before that, it was his grandfather’s home.

This rule has the capacity to severely disrupt my son’s living situation by displacing him,
remove his HCBS providers (he is ICU level of care), and cause him to be
institutionalized. This rule poses a risk to my son’s very fragile life.

The disability community is committed to program integrity and the responsible use of
Medicaid funds. However, the measures in this bill go far beyond what is necessary to
prevent fraud and instead create new obstacles, risks, and indignities for people with
disabilities and their families. We urge the committee to reject Sub. H. B. No. 795 and
instead work with the disability community to develop solutions that protect both
program integrity and the rights, dignity, and independence of Ohioans with
disabilities.



Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Theresa Sweeny
sweenynotsweeney@gmail.com
14623 Bayes Avenue

Lakewood, Ohio 44107
216.952.7707



