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Thank you Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House 
Medicaid committee for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 795. My name is Dr. Jules 
Patalita and I am a Disability Rights Advocate and an Ohioan with disabilities. In my role as an 
advocate, I’ve worked with all interested parties of the Ohio Medicaid system, from Medicaid 
recipients to care providers to directors of MCOs. Every single person impacted by HB 795 will 
suffer from it if it is passed in its current form. Many amendments added in the last week range 
from harmful to catastrophic. The final impact of the bill will be billions of dollars lost in the 
next few years, and potentially thousands of Medicaid recipients being forced to live in 
hospitals or be homeless. People will die if the current version of HB 795 is adopted.  

Advocates and the disability community beg you to slow down the passage of this bill. With so 
many changes made, and such large changes, in such a short amount of time, it has been 
impossible for the House Medicaid committee to truly get input from all interested parties. We 
ask that this bill takes time over the next few weeks and is not rushed to the Governor’s desk. 
The Medicaid system is too large and too important to Ohioans for a bill with this much impact 
to be passed quickly. Time needs to be properly spent before changes on this scale are 
adopted, or else we risk the healthcare of more than one million people in our state. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this issue.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jules Patalita, PhD 

Disability Rights Advocate 


