Opponent Testimony on Substitute House
Bill 795

Chair Gross and members of the House Medicaid Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to submit opponent testimony on Substitute House Bill 795. | respectfully urge
Representative Jennifer Gross and this committee to slow down the process on this bill and
take time to meaningfully consult with the people who will be most affected by it: people
with disabilities, their families, and the caregivers who help them remain safely in their
homes and communities.

My name is Rajai Salah, and | am a middle-aged woman with a physical disability who
relies on home and community-based services to survive in the community. | am also a
parent, and | work a part time job. | am a taxpayer.

Substitute House Bill 795 raises serious concerns because it appears to move major
Medicaid and home-care policy changes forward without enough collaboration with
disabled Ohioans and the people who know this system best. Public testimony limited to a
few minutes is not the same as genuine stakeholder engagement. Before advancing this bill
any further, the legislature should pause, listen carefully, and work directly with people with
disabilities, family caregivers, independent providers, and advocacy organizations to
understand the real-life consequences of these proposals.

Family caregivers are not a loophole in the system. For many people with disabilities, they
are the only reliable source of safe, consistent, and person-centered support. When Ohio
struggles with workforce shortages in direct care, it is unrealistic and harmful to assume
that paid non-family caregivers can quickly replace parents, relatives, or other loved ones
who already provide essential help. Policies that make it harder for family caregivers to
serve or be compensated risk pushing people into crisis, institutional settings, or
unnecessary hospitalization.

| also urge the committee to ease up on electronic visit verification requirements.
Accountability matters, but EVV should not become so rigid and punitive that it interferes
with care itself. Overly burdensome verification rules can create barriers for people with
disabilities, add stress for caregivers, and punish honest providers and families who are
doing their best to meet complicated daily needs. Any anti-fraud effort should be carefully
tailored, so it does not treat disabled people and caregivers like suspects first and human
beings second.



At a minimum, | ask the committee to delay movement on Substitute House Bill 795, hold
deeper discussions with people with disabilities and family caregivers, preserve pathways
for family members to provide care, and revise the EVV provisions so that they support
oversight without undermining access to services. Good policy should protect program
integrity while also protecting independence, dignity, and health.

Please do not rush this bill forward without fully hearing from the people whose lives will be
changed by it. | respectfully ask Representative Jennifer Gross and the House Medicaid
Committee to slow down, listen, and make thoughtful changes before taking any further
action on Substitute House Bill 795.

Sincerely,

Rajai Saleh

rsaleh27@gmail.com

107 Heckman Drive, Union, OH 45322
614-537-4212



