WRITTEN TESTIMONY
Ohio House Medicaid Committee
H.B. 795 — Enact SHIELD Act (Substitute Bill)
Hearing Date: Monday, June 8, 2026

To Chair Jennifer Gross and Members of the Ohio House Medicaid Committee:

My name is Brandy Money, and | am writing in strong opposition to the substitute bill
proposed under H.B. 795 that would eliminate family members as paid Medicaid
providers.

| am the mother and legal guardian of Brayden, a young adult with profound autism
who is nonverbal and requires 24-hour-a-day care and supervision. Brayden resides
in Stow, Ohio (Summit County) and receives services through Ohio’s Individual
Options (10) Waiver, coordinated through the Summit County Board of Developmental
Disabilities.

| am Brayden’s paid caregiver under this waiver. | am asking this committee to
understand what that truly means — and what eliminating that arrangement would cost
him, and this state.

Brayden cannot speak for himself. | am his voice. | am also his safety.

Brayden’s care needs are profound and complex. He is nonverbal and relies on
Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC). He has a history of elopement,
which has been formally documented in his Individual Support Plan. He requires a
caregiver who understands his behavioral patterns, his nonverbal communication cues,
his sensory needs, and his daily routines at a level that cannot be transferred to a
stranger through an intake form or a new hire orientation.

| have spent years learning how to keep Brayden safe, healthy, and engaged. |
advocate for him at the local, state, and federal level. | coordinate his medical care, his
waiver services, his AAC programming, and his day program participation. | am not
simply a caregiver — | am the single most qualified person in Ohio to care for Brayden,
because no one knows him the way | do.

If the substitute bill language in H.B. 795 is adopted and family members are removed
as eligible paid providers, the consequences for Brayden would be severe and
immediate:

* There is no agency or outside provider equipped to meet Brayden’s level of
need on a 24-hour basis without significant risk of harm to him.



A forced transition to an unknown caregiver would cause Brayden serious
behavioral and emotional regression, and would place him at elevated risk given
his elopement history.

* The most likely alternative would be institutional placement — which Ohio
Medicaid would fund at a cost exponentially higher than his current home-based
waiver services.

* | would lose the ability to sustain our household, as | cannot both provide
Brayden’s 24-hour care unpaid AND hold outside employment.

Ohio’s Medicaid waiver system works for Brayden because family is allowed to be part
of the solution. Removing that option does not modernize the system. It dismantles the
most effective, most cost-efficient, and most humane care model available to individuals
with profound disabilities.

| urge this committee in the strongest possible terms to reject the substitute bill
language that would eliminate family members as paid Medicaid providers. The stakes
for families like mine are not abstract. They are life-altering.

Brayden deserves to be cared for by someone who loves him, knows him, and will fight
for him every single day. That is what family caregiving is. Please do not take that away.

This testimony is: WRITTEN ONLY

Respectfully submitted,

Brandy Money

Stow, Ohio 44224 — Summit County

brandymny02@gmail.com

Legal Guardian and Full-Time Caregiver for Brayden Money

IO Waiver Recipient — Summit County Board of Developmental Disabilities
Service Coordinator: Grace Ebner, Summit DD



