Chairwoman Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and Members of the House
Medicaid Committee:

I respectfully urge you to remove the family caregiver ban contained in H.B. 795.

Many Ohioans with developmental disabilities rely on care provided by parents, spouses, adult
children, siblings, grandparents, and other family members because no appropriate alternative
exists. These family caregivers often provide care that would otherwise go unmet due to provider
shortages, workforce challenges, transportation barriers, and the individual's complex support
needs.

Family caregivers are not the cause of Ohio's Medicaid fraud problems. In fact, family caregivers
have been raising concerns about provider quality for years. Parents subjected to Ohio's
"provider of last resort" policy reported the following to the Supreme Court of Ohio:

* "One provider [applying to replace the parent] brought a prospective direct care worker to the
interview who was wearing a hat that said, 'F*** You F*** You."

* "[One applicant to replace the parent] lists its business address as '123 Main Street, Suite 101,
Anytown, USA, 12345,' with a phone number of '1-800-123-4567."

* "[T]he service coordinator explained that the replacement providers can't do many of the
critical tasks my daughter needs. They can't give her medication, they can't lift her, they can't
bathe her, and they can't even change her diaper because she's at severe risk for fractures."

Eliminating family caregivers and forcing families to rely on this same provider pool is the
wrong solution.

Ohio can, should, and must address fraud, abuse, and waste without eliminating family
caregiving. Strong oversight and accountability measures can coexist with policies that allow
qualified family members to continue providing care.

I respectfully ask the committee to remove the family caregiver ban from H.B. 795 and protect
the ability of Ohio families to continue caring for their loved ones at home.

Thank you for your consideration.
Lindsey Sodano

End Ohio’s Parent Penalty



