To the Ohio Medicaid Committee,

My name is Ann Francis, and | am writing to offer my testimony in strong opposition to the
proposed removal of family members as paid providers under Ohio's Medicaid waiver program.
This policy change would have devastating, life-threatening consequences for my daughter and
our family.

My daughter is 32 years old and is severely medically handicapped. She is
ventilator-dependent, meaning she requires specialized, continuous care simply to remain alive.
This is not a situation that can be managed by a general home health aide or an untrained
caregiver. It requires skilled, knowledgeable nursing care from someone intimately familiar with
her medical needs.

Ohio is currently facing a serious shortage of home health care nurses. The pool of nurses who
are trained and willing to care for ventilator-dependent patients is even smaller. In our
experience, finding qualified, consistent nursing care has been extraordinarily difficult.
Removing family members as paid providers will not solve this shortage — it will make an
already critical situation impossible.

As her paid provider, | am able to accompany my daughter to medical appointments and
support her full participation in the community. She receives continuity of care from someone
who loves her, knows every detail of her medical history, and can respond instantly to changes
in her condition. This level of care cannot be easily replicated by a rotating roster of outside
nurses — if qualified nurses could even be found.

| am a single mother. Being my daughter's paid nurse is my sole source of income. If this policy
is enacted, | will lose that income while simultaneously being unable to find qualified
replacement care for my daughter. We will face homelessness. | will have no choice but to seek
assistance from other state programs — placing a greater burden on Ohio's resources, not a
lesser one.

| urge the Committee to consider the full human and fiscal impact of this proposal. Removing
family members as paid providers does not save money — it shifts costs, endangers vulnerable
Ohioans, and destroys families who are already doing more with less. While also removing
sources of fraud that has substantial evidence to further protect the resources available to those
who truly need them.

Please protect our right to care for our loved ones with dignity and with the compensation that
makes it possible.

Respectfully submitted,
Ann Francis
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