Subject: Please Remove the Family Caregiver Provision from HB 295
Dear Chairperson and Committee Members,

I am writing regarding HB 295, specifically the provision in the substitute bill that would
affect paid family caregivers. While | supported the bill when it was introduced because |
believe fraud in Medicaid-funded services must be addressed, | strongly oppose removing
or restricting family caregivers as part of that effort.

As an Independent Provider serving individuals with developmental disabilities in Ohio, |
have seen firsthand the harm that fraud causes within a system designed to support some
of our state’s most vulnerable residents. | support accountability measures, including EVV,
and | am willing to comply with additional oversight when it is reasonable, effective, and
applied fairly. If stronger enforcement is needed, it should target fraud directly—not
eliminate a lawful and cost-effective caregiving option that many families rely on when no
outside provider is available.

My perspective is also personal. | became a provider because of my son, Jacob. He
remained on the waiver list for 11 years before finally receiving a self-waiver at age 14. He is
now 20 years old, and during that time he has had no outside providers because no one is
willing to take his case. In addition to autism, he has several co-occurring diagnoses,
including epilepsy, PICA, OCD, ODD, and IED. These conditions require constant
supervision and hands-on support with daily living activities, health, and safety.

| left a well-paid career to care for him as a family caregiver because, without me, there
would be no one else to provide the level of care he requires. | cannot do that work unpaid.
Like many families, we are already managing rising costs for food, fuel, medication, and
medical care. Removing this income would not eliminate my son’s needs; it would only
destabilize those who are meeting those needs every day.

| also have a four-year-old daughter who has been diagnosed with autism. Although she is
not currently receiving a waiver, her experience further illustrates why family caregivers are
so essential. When she was 10 months old, she suffered a traumatic brain injury while in
the care of a childcare provider. She sustained a skull fracture, a detached retina, and
severe facial bruising, and she began seizing and stopped breathing. She was airlifted to
Riley Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis and, thankfully, survived. As a result of those
injuries, she will also require lifelong care. That experience profoundly changed my trustin
placing my children’s safety and well-being in the hands of others, and it is one of the
reasons | believe family caregivers must remain an option for families with complex needs.



From a policy standpoint, paid family caregivers help Ohio avoid far more expensive
alternatives. When qualified family members provide care in the home, the state often
avoids higher-cost institutional placements, emergency interventions, and gaps in service
caused by severe workforce shortages. In that sense, family caregivers are not a drain on
the system; they are part of the solution.

Family caregivers are also already subject to oversight. In my role, | must complete annual
training, maintain CPR and First Aid certification, keep accurate documentation, and
comply with outside review requirements. If the legislature believes additional safeguards
are necessary, | am willing to comply with mandatory EVV, more training, or stronger
compliance checks. But a blanket restriction on paid family caregiving would punish
compliant families, reduce care access, and likely increase—not reduce—state costs.

I respectfully ask that you address fraud through targeted enforcement and oversight, while
removing the family caregiver provision from HB 295. Doing so would protect vulnerable
Ohioans, preserve necessary in-home care, and support a more practical and fiscally
responsible policy outcome.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | respectfully urge you to remove the family
caregiver provision from HB 295 and preserve the ability of qualified family caregivers
across Ohio to continue providing essential care.

Thank you,

Angela S Cowdrick
Independent Provider
Family Caregiver



