I left my job in 2000 to have a baby assuming that | would get right back to work in a few
months. But that baby had a devastating diagnosis of severe autism and epilepsy that is not
able to be controlled with medication. Its been 25 years and | still haven’t been able to replace
the income | lost. We have had providers come and go, but most of them have not stayed long.
We only had one that we could really count on and he was with us for 13 years, but decided to
move on this past February. When you live with an adult who can’t do any self-care, is always a
breath away from a tonic clonic seizure, cannot communicate their wants and desires, can’t tell
us if they are being abused or in danger, it can be very hard to trust them with a stranger. Being
able to be a provider for my son has made him safe and it has kept us from having to give up
our son to the state. | know for a fact that the amount | get paid is only a small part of what it
would cost Medicaid to house and care for my son in a county facility. | understand there is
Medicaid fraud, but it’s not coming from our community. | would respectfully ask that you go
after the people who are stealing from Medicaid first and then if there are still funds to be cut,
that could be addressed down the line.

Thank you for listening,

Jen Briner



