Interested Party Testimony on Ohio House Bill 795
Ohio House Medicaid Committee

Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House
Medicaid Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony as interested party to House Bill 795.

We appreciate the desire to improve Ohio's long-term services and supports system, and
get rid of fraud waste and abuse in HCBS services but we need to ensure that certain
concepts are not part of HB 795 or any other bill that might be being created. The scope
and impact of this legislation are significant and far-reaching, affecting thousands of
Ohioans with disabilities, older adults, family caregivers, and direct care workers. The bill
requires substantially more stakeholder engagement, analysis, and planning before moving
forward.

We urge the Committee to slow this process and allow additional time for meaningful
collaboration with individuals receiving services, family caregivers, disability advocates,
providers, waiver administrators, and other stakeholders. Changes of this magnitude
should not be rushed. Ohioans who depend on these services deserve a thoughtful
process that prioritizes stability, quality, and access to care.

Continuity of Care Must Be the Guiding Principle

Above all else, continuity of care must run through every decision contemplated in this
legislation. Individuals receiving Medicaid-funded home and community-based services
rely on consistent supports to remain healthy, safe, and independent in their homes and
communities.

Any policy changes that create barriers, delays, administrative burdens, service
interruptions, or uncertainty for individuals and families must be carefully reconsidered.
Continuity of care should be the standard against which every provision of HB 795 is
evaluated.

Family Caregivers Must Be Preserved Across All Waiver Systems

Family caregivers are a critical component of Ohio's long-term care infrastructure. Across
the state, family members provide essential care that allows individuals to remain in their
homes and avoid more costly institutional settings.

If Ohio chooses to continue allowing family caregivers to provide paid services, those
opportunities must be available consistently across all waiver systems. Family caregivers



should not face arbitrary restrictions based solely on which waiver an individual happens to
receive.

Additionally, policymakers must recognize that it is impossible to isolate changes to one
system without affecting others. The Developmental Disabilities system cannot simply be
carved out from these discussions. Individuals with developmental disabilities frequently
interact with multiple service systems throughout their lives, and policy changes made
elsewhere will inevitably affect them, their families, and their providers.

Any reform effort must consider the impact on all populations receiving home and
community-based services, including individuals with developmental disabilities.

Personal Care Services Must Remain Available

Personal care services are foundational supports that enable individuals to complete
activities of daily living and remain integrated within their communities.

We strongly oppose any reduction, limitation, or elimination of personal care services.
These supports are not optional; they are essential to health, safety, dignity, and
independence.

Without reliable access to personal care services, many Ohioans could face unnecessary
hospitalization, institutionalization, or loss of community participation.

Ninety-Day Authorizations Create Unnecessary Service Disruptions
The proposed use of 90-day service authorizations raises serious concerns.

Requiring authorizations at such frequent intervals creates significant administrative
burdens for individuals, families, providers, case managers, and state agencies. More
importantly, frequent reauthorizations increase the likelihood of delays, paperwork errors,
processing backlogs, and interruptions in care.

Individuals should not have to repeatedly prove their need for services every 90 days when
their conditions and support needs are ongoing and well documented.

The Committee should reject authorization structures that increase the risk of service
disruption and instead pursue policies that promote stability and uninterrupted access to
care.

Ohio Must Get This Right

The individuals affected by HB 795 are among the Ohioans most dependent upon a stable
and reliable Medicaid system. Changes of this magnitude deserve careful consideration
and robust stakeholder input before implementation.



We respectfully ask the Committee to oppose HB 795 in its current form, pause further
advancement of the bill, and create additional time for meaningful stakeholder
engagement and policy development. Any future proposal must place continuity of care,
service stability, family caregiver support, and access to essential services at the center of
the discussion.

Thank you for your consideration and for your commitment to protecting Ohioans who rely
on Medicaid-funded home and community-based services.

Sincerely,
Addison Torrence

addisontorrence@gmail.com
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