
Subject:	HB	795	–	Family	Caregiver	Provision	

	

Chair	Gross,	Vice	Chair	Barhorst,	Ranking	Member	Baker,	and	members	of	the	House	
Medicaid	Committee,	

	

Thank	you	for	taking	the	time	to	consider	my	testimony	on	HB	795	and	the	provision	
affecting	family	caregivers	in	Ohio’s	Medicaid	waiver	programs.	

	

My	name	is	Jennifer	Siebert.	I	am	an	Ohio	parent	and	caregiver	to	two	adult	sons	with	
developmental	disabilities.	

	

My	oldest	son	is	32.	He	is	nonverbal,	has	cerebral	palsy,	and	needs	full	support	with	all	daily	
living	activities.	He	cannot	be	left	alone.	When	he	becomes	overwhelmed,	he	can	sometimes	
engage	in	self-injurious	behavior,	including	hitting	his	head.	We	work	continuously	to	
prevent	this,	but	it	can	happen	suddenly	and	without	warning.	Keeping	him	safe	depends	on	
caregivers	who	know	him	well	and	understand	his	behaviors	over	time.	

	

My	husband	and	I	provide	all	of	his	care.	My	husband	left	a	well-paying	career	years	ago	to	
stay	home	with	our	son	because	outside	care	could	not	safely	meet	his	needs	and	because	it	
was	what	was	best	for	our	son.	

	

If	family	caregivers	are	removed	from	the	waiver	system,	there	really	is	no	realistic	
replacement	for	the	care	he	receives	now.	In	our	case,	that	would	most	likely	mean	
placement	outside	the	home,	which	would	be	extremely	difficult	for	him	and	not	in	his	best	
interest.	

	

My	younger	son	is	22	and	also	receives	waiver	services.	He	attends	a	day	services	program	
where	he	works	about	2–5	hours	a	week	at	minimum	wage	and	still	needs	supervision	and	
reminders	to	stay	safe.	

	

I	understand	the	intent	of	HB	795	is	to	strengthen	Medicaid	program	integrity.	My	concern	
is	that	this	particular	provision	may	unintentionally	limit	access	to	the	caregivers	who	know	
these	individuals	best.	Family	caregivers	are	not	the	source	of	the	issues	being	addressed,	



and	reducing	their	role	could	make	it	harder	to	maintain	consistent,	stable	care	for	people	
with	the	highest	needs.	

	

Thank	you	again	for	your	time	and	consideration.	

	

Respectfully,	

Jennifer	Siebert	

	


