
Chairperson and Members of the Committee,

My name is Francine Ris, and I am the parent and legal guardian of my adult daughter, Amanda
("Mandy") Fleming, who receives services through Ohio's developmental disabilities system.

I respectfully oppose House Bill 795, the SHIELD Act.

Mandy has significant physical and developmental disabilities and requires extensive support every
day. She uses a wheelchair, has limited communication abilities, and depends on a carefully trained
team of Independent Providers who know her routines, medical needs, communication style, and
preferences. Maintaining a stable workforce is essential to her health, safety, and quality of life.

While I support efforts to prevent fraud and improve accountability, I am deeply concerned that HB
795 places additional burdens on providers and families without adequately considering the impact
on individuals who rely on these services. Ohio is already facing a severe workforce shortage in the
developmental disabilities system. Policies that discourage people from becoming or remaining
Independent Providers will make it even harder for families like mine to secure the support our
loved ones need.

As a parent who has spent decades coordinating care and advocating for my daughter, I can tell
you that continuity of care is not a convenience—it is a necessity. Any legislation that risks reducing
provider availability or increasing administrative barriers ultimately affects the people the system is
intended to serve.

I urge you to consider the unintended consequences of HB 795 on individuals with disabilities and
their families and to oppose this legislation in its current form.

Thank you for your consideration.

Francine Ris
Parent and Legal Guardian of Amanda Fleming


