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Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, members of the House Medicaid 
Committee thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on substitute HB 795. 
 
I am opposed to this bill.  You have my previous testimony on this bill that addresses several issues 
I have with this bill.  Today I will address the issue added to this bill at the last minute to ban family 
caregivers.   
 
Family caregivers are the backbone of HCBS waivers.  They provide loving, stable, and reliable care 
to their family members. Many family members like myself had to walk away from their careers to 
provide care because they could not find any or enough competent, reliable caregivers.  Their only 
way to survive was to be paid to provide services to their disabled family member.  Being a paid 
caregiver for their family member is the only way they keep a roof over their disabled family 
member’s heads, utilities turned on for them, provide their transportation, and provide for them.  
Insurance doesn’t cover everything and when it’s not covered by insurance and the individual 
needs it, it’s the family who pays out of pocket for it.  I do NOT get paid to provide care to my 
daughter.  She is on the Medicaid waiver side and is skilled care so I can’t be paid to provide her 
care because I’m not a nurse.  I struggle every day to provide for my disabled daughter.  I go without 
so she has what she needs.  I had to walk away from my career when she got sick  and I’ve never 
been able to go back.  We had to go on public assistance (medical, housing, SNAP) and SSI which 
doesn’t cover everything.  These families will be devastated and will loose EVERYTHING if you leave 
this ban on family caregivers in this bill.  Do you really want all these family caregivers to walk in my 
shoes?  I don’t.  I know how difficult it is.  This isn’t their fault!  They didn’t commit this fraud!  Stop 
targeting them! 
 
 The massive fraud allegations that have surfaced are from group homes and agencies.  As Mehek 
Cook testified, this fraud is occurring in the Somali, Nepalese, and Bhutanese communities.  
Instead of going after the individuals and agencies committing this fraud, HB 795 targets and 
attacks family caregivers.  I am asking you to eliminate the family caregiver ban from this bill and to 
put this bill on the back burner.  Do not rush it though. Let the state and federal investigators do 
their job and investigate these allegations before making widespread devastating changes that are 
not based on facts and evidence.   
 
Thank you, 
Janemarie Sowers 
 
 


