
Opponent Testimony on House Bill 795

Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House Medicaid
Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to House Bill 795.

My name is Kali Murphy. I am a registered nurse and the single mother of a twelve-year-old
daughter with significant medical complexities and disabilities, including a rare genetic disorder,
congenital myopathy, quadriparesis, chronic respiratory failure, and dependence on feeding and
respiratory support. She requires assistance with all activities of daily living and ongoing medical
care to safely remain at home.

Before becoming my daughter's paid caregiver, I worked for several years as a hospital nurse. Like
many parents, I wanted to remain in the traditional workforce. However, despite reducing my hours,
exhausting available leave, and doing everything possible to coordinate her care through other
channels, the reality of caring for a medically fragile child eventually forced me to leave my position.

As both a nurse and a parent, I support appropriate oversight and accountability within
Medicaid-funded programs. However, I am deeply concerned by provisions of House Bill 795 that
would restrict or eliminate the ability of family members to serve as paid Medicaid caregivers. While
program integrity is important, policies aimed at preventing fraud should not come at the expense of
individuals with disabilities and the families who provide their care.

For many families, especially single-parent households, the ability for qualified family members to
serve as paid caregivers is what makes home-based care possible. In my own case, after
exhausting traditional employment options and available leave, becoming my daughter's caregiver
allowed her to remain safely at home while continuing to receive the complex care she requires.
Removing that option would place many Ohio families in an impossible position and could increase
reliance on institutional care rather than the community-based services Ohio has worked to expand.

Ohio's Medicaid-funded home and community-based services allow individuals with disabilities to
remain with their families, participate in their communities, and avoid more restrictive and costly
forms of care. Any changes affecting these services should be carefully considered to ensure they
do not unintentionally reduce access to care or place additional burdens on vulnerable families.

I respectfully urge the committee to oppose House Bill 795 and protect the supports that allow Ohio
families like mine to keep our loved ones safely at home.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

Kali Murphy, BSN, RN
Parent and Caregiver
Canal Winchester, Ohio


