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Chairwoman Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and Members of the House Medicaid 
Committee: 

 

I am not here today because I oppose fighting fraud. 

 

I am here because I know exactly what happens when government systems fail disabled people. 

 

My sister has developmental disabilities. 

 

In 2012, she lived in a licensed group home operated by a large provider agency. 

 

We reported abuse. 

 

We reported neglect. 

 

We filed report after report after report. 

 

We went to the County Board. 

 

We went to the State. 

 

We begged people to listen. 

 

Nobody listened. 

 

While government agencies looked the other way, people with developmental disabilities died who should 
still be here today. 

 

They were sons and daughters. 

 

Brothers and sisters. 
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People who laughed, loved, dreamed, and mattered. 

 

People whose families trusted the system to protect them. 

 

Instead, their families buried them. 

 

My family watched what was happening and realized something terrifying: 

 

No one was coming to save my sister. 

 

Not the agency. 

 

Not the County Board. 

 

Not the State. 

 

Not the people who were supposed to protect her. 

 

So we did what families have done for generations. 

 

We brought her home. 

 

I gave up my career as an EMT and firefighter and became a Medicaid waiver provider because 
somebody had to protect her. 

 

Somebody had to make sure she was safe. 

 

Somebody had to make sure she survived. 
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For more than a decade, my family has done the job that the system failed to do. 

 

And now I am sitting here watching the same government that failed my sister prepare to punish the 
people who saved her. 

 

I have listened to the fraud hearings. 

 

I have listened to the testimony. 

 

I have watched discussions about shell companies, organized fraud, provider networks, coordinated 
billing operations, and large-scale schemes. 

 

I did not hear my name. 

 

I did not hear my sister's name. 

 

I did not hear the names of the thousands of family caregivers across Ohio who wake up every day and 
keep disabled people alive. 

 

Yet somehow we have become the target. 

 

Section 5166.04(M) was added while families were traveling to Columbus to testify. 

 

Many of us had no idea this language was coming. 

 

Many of us thought we were coming to discuss fraud investigations, audits, EVV requirements, GPS 
tracking, and biometric verification. 

 

Instead, we discovered that we were fighting for our lives. 

 

Because that is what this is. 
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When you eliminate family caregivers from a system that already has a workforce crisis, you are not 
eliminating fraud. 

 

You are eliminating care. 

 

You are eliminating the people who show up when nobody else will. 

 

You are eliminating mothers. 

 

Fathers. 

 

Sisters. 

 

Brothers. 

 

Grandparents. 

 

Spouses. 

 

You are eliminating the last line of protection for people who cannot protect themselves. 

 

For years, Ohio has told families that community integration matters. 

 

That person-centered planning matters. 

 

That individuals have the right to live in their communities rather than institutions. 

 

Now those same families are being told that the people who know their loved ones best, love them most, 
and protect them every day are suddenly no longer welcome. 
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Before you vote on this legislation, I am asking you to do something very simple. 

 

Tonight, when you leave this building, go home. 

 

Look at your children. 

 

Look at your grandchildren. 

 

Look at the people you love most in this world. 

 

Imagine being told that one day they will require around-the-clock care. 

 

Imagine being told that the people who know them best, love them most, and have devoted their lives to 
protecting them are no longer allowed to continue caring for them because they are family. 

 

Imagine being told that the State has decided a stranger is preferable to a mother. 

 

A stranger is preferable to a father. 

 

A stranger is preferable to a sister. 

 

A stranger is preferable to a spouse. 

 

Then imagine being told there is no replacement. 

 

No workforce waiting. 

 

No plan. 

 

No guarantee of safety. 
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No guarantee of continuity. 

 

No guarantee that the person you love will remain in their home. 

 

No guarantee that they will remain in their community. 

 

No guarantee that they will remain protected. 

 

That is what families like mine are being asked to accept. 

 

My sister is not a budget line. 

 

She is not a billing code. 

 

She is not a fraud statistic. 

 

She is my sister. 

 

And I cannot understand how, after months of hearings about organized fraud rings, shell companies, 
coordinated billing schemes, and government oversight failures, the conclusion reached by this legislature 
is that the greatest threat to Ohio's Medicaid system is the family that brought her home, kept her safe, 
and loved her when everyone else failed her. 

 

I need this Committee to answer one question. 

 

Not next month. 

 

Not next year. 

 

Today. 
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When you remove family caregivers from this system— 

 

Who exactly is going to provide the care? 

 

Because I know what happens when no one does. 

 

My family has already lived through it. 

 

And I refuse to watch it happen again. 

 

Because when the system failed my sister, her family was there. 

 

And if this bill passes, I fear Ohio is about to learn that there are not enough strangers in the world to 
replace the people who love these individuals most. 

 

Thank you. 

Andreah Forbes 


